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DRAFT NARTS TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, MAY 20, 2021

OTHERS: Jonathan Curth (Fayetteville); Andy Brewer (Olsson); Dawn Warrick (Freese); Rob Smith (NWA
Council); Ron Wood (NWA DG)

NOTE: THIS MEETING WAS HELD VIRTUALLY DUE TO CORONVIRUS PANDEMIC.

1. CALLTO ORDER
Chair Patsy Christie called the meeting to order. Celia Scott-Silkwood recorded member names and
tallied votes. A quorum was reached.

2. APPROVE TAC APRIL 15, 2021 MEETING MINUTES
MOTION: Chair Patsy Christie asked for a motion to approve the April 15, 2021 TAC Meeting
Minutes. Jackie Crabtree made the motion to approve the Minutes as distributed. Ben Rhoads
provided the second. Motion passes unanimously.

3. DRAFT FY 2022 UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM (UPWP)
Tim Conklin explained that the FY 2022 UPWP outlines the planning activities of the NWARPC,
serving as the Northwest Arkansas Regional Transportation Study (NARTS) from July 1, 2021 through
June 30, 2022. He said that the TAC approved the draft UPWP to go to a public comment period.
The public comment period was held from April 19 through May 2, 2021. No public comment was
received. He presented the Program Elements and the Work Tasks:

MNARTS FY 2022 UPWP ADOPTED MAY 2021

Thee Planning Factors, which apply to each Element of the Unified Planning 'Work Program, are listed in the table
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44.21: PROGRAM SUPPORT AND ADMINISTRATION

WORK TASKS

A. PROVIDE THOSE ADMINISTRATIVE, BUDGETING, BOOKKEEPING, AND CLERICAL DUTIES REQUIRED n
arder o perform work tasks and comply with ARDOT, MoDOT, FHWA, and FTA requirements. Progress
reports and related documentation will be prepared in conjunction with PL activities, a3 wel as the Fr
2023 Unified PLnnng Work Program.

B. IMPROVE OFFICE EQUIPMENT, COMPUTER SYSTEMS, AND SOFTW ARE AS NMEEDED to keep pace with
state-of -the- g technology curme mily in use for improved comemunications, mapping, planming anabysis
and report production. Train staff on software packages. (The costof equipment and software willbe
shared proporticnately by o elements. )

€. ATTEMD PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, AND TRANSIT MEETINGS. Attend traming. workshops and
conferences bo masrtain coordnation with other agencies, stall proficse ey and professional
mprovement. Neoeswsry ARDOT, MoDOT, AMPD, APA and locsl meetings and confere roes will be
attended, Keepinformed of ARDOT, MoDOT, FHWA, and FTA programs, as well as local Bsues and trends
) GOET L0 IOl DIORER RS54 TEN0E 10 KCa] EOVEITITSE MtE And e ndied

D.  ASSIST COUNTEES, CITIES, CITIZENS, AND THE MEDIA  underitandng the process of MPO trenspartation
planning and the impact of transportation projects both shor term and long term
1. Stalf will updane, 3t necesaany, & Brochure and the NWARPC wie b Site Suthning trantportation
planning procedures for the NARTS Technical Advisory Committes [TAC) and the NWARPC/Policy
Committes, and the generdl pubbe, The brothude snd web dite detnls Fow fegaansd pling sre
mmplemented and wha to contact for guestions and answers
2. Stafl will work with cties to create an undenitanding of ihe work and role of the MPO

E. COMTINUE PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCEDURES FOR ALL ASPECTS OF TRANSPORTATION PLANNING &5
speciliedin the NARTS Public Participation Plan [PPP). The PPP and procedusnes will be reviewed and
adpusted as nesded to reflect changes in NARTS Bylaws, FAST Act provisions, or other transportation.
related egnlaton. The PPPwill undergo s review by the TAD and RPC/Policy Committes otoudrng &i part
of the regular update cycle for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), The most recent update
oocurred in 2020, andwaa sdopted by the NMWARPC Policy Committes on September 25, J0h0
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F. COMPLY WITH TITLE i OF Thil AMERIANS WITH DILAMLUITIES ACT, SECTION 554 OF Thl
REHABALITATION ACT, AND TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT. The 2021 NWARPC Tithe V1 peroggraen wis
updated snd speroved by the NWARPC/Polcy Comenittes on December 2. X000 1w subenitted nto

TrAMS in Jstuasny X0 St will reguir W sy,
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®  Update plani in needed s gy,
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|
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COOPERATIMG AGENCIES NWARPC, A DOT, MolOT Pl and FTA
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44.22: GENERAL DEVELOPMENT AND COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING

WORK TASKS
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44.23: LONG-RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

WORK TASKS
A TO PARTH TIONS:
1 Aswat TAL, NWARRC, Poioy Commitee i i _
of poluaes g of DropCTs and The Utz ation of
SURFACE fans fe ™
tham 200,000 [STRGH 5 200K sl TRANSS AL }hums
®  Engage the TAL . Polioy C spdate to the policins, procedure s and
T At u-rlhll‘- w1 Ak R gronl Mobdity Authorty snd the NWA
Authormy o utithng

T B 1 e PO LT, (e umdmmmwcmwv‘w
mmmmhmmuuummmnmmmmu

3 Contimoe =l s T L0k, CRpACTY
i puabll R 0 AR ROl et houei b reduse

ADOPTID MAY

A& Provide 1taff ssatance, tothe R eniure sndfachtste
unifipermity snd comuatendy in the standint, cperstion, snd management of the Rarorbeck
Greefrway

O NWARPC Tan

Thee MATH the onbiarh 24, JOJL. mectng hederad pudeinet

That regure W Tha MTP thee foloweng.

- Pl Plan fod publc: and
, X0
Thee 7 D o NS

. pe o M
®  The 204% MTP Tranuportation Openion Survey

& The 2019 NWA Tianiportation Sufvey, wheh wii compliitind i 10 2019
®  Thee 2008 Tranit Origin and estination Survey.

o The 300 10yen D TORF) = The e sty of thee puibiic

and tha othar afthe sty for the

regon
»  Thee WA Regronad Becycie snd Pedestron Mmter Fan

= e SRR e

| = -.4.-.4..,_.‘ === ——
e




DRAFT NARTS TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, MAY 20, 2021

. ASHIST STATE DOTS WITH THE FOLLOWING
& Wisiterm Modth/South Connecton Wady.
*  XMAARpOn AccevRoad
& biaghweny TUB fromm Highway 412 50 Highwiy 264 |Sprngdale snd Rogeii)
.

Inatien Mation Coundl of Governments [INCOG) Highwiey 412 Stady, from - X5 [weit of Tuba and
rannag NS ) b -4, B iy, ®
v of (0DOT) o

Tuengeke in Oblshorma) and AsDOT

F. COMTINUE ACTIVITIES TO ADVANCE THE FOLLOWING, THROUGH MW ARPC/POUCY COMMITTEE, TAC,
SUBCOMMITTELS

AND OTHER

L mmmuﬂ-—rmnm

L bighwery 112 Acoens Manag aid A Par
Agreements.

1 8O-y Trmnast =
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G. COORDIMATE WITH MODOT I8 MTP IMPLEMENTATION
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=

through ot aiatance 1o local randetionm
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i MG [ R Tranait
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44.24: SHORT-RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

WORK TASKS

A INTER- PROCESS: R i ation.

L3

APPROACH
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€ EVALUATE CRASH RATE DATA: fvaksate the svadabie crash rate data within the metropoltan planning
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eyl D
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|| Coordmateon Plan

k| Congestion Menagement Procen On-going

COOPERATING AGEMCIES NWARPC ASDOT, MaDOT, FHWA FTA, various 1tate Bnd fede sl agenaes, NVL
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o,
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44.25; TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

WORK TASKS
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NARTS FY 2022 UPWP ADOPTED MAY 2021 MARTS FY 2022 UPWP ADOPTED MAY 2021

Spportionamaent POP projects muntbe lsted i She TiP The TIF pubslc particpatson and spovovsl LS e RPLPolery C 1 ARDOT srnd MoDOT perf ormance me ssures
PrOCELLNY Lervr to Latnty the requrements for Ozark Regional Teanst and Rarorback Trani for puble s Langets were incheded in the TIP
PCipation under Section 3307 The POP 0 publahed on the MIWARPC webafle #fter NWARPC Poloy ®  The NWARPC 2045 Metropoifon Tromuportohion Pigs | WTP] developrment prooe s began m tal 2019 end
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Tim Conklin pointed out that the Transportation Systems Management and Operations (TSMO),
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS), and the Congestion Management Process update are all
projects that will be carried over from FY 2021 into FY 2022. NWARPC is partnering with ARDOT to
complete these projects.

Tim Conklin also reviewed that Multiple Source Finacial Summary, as shown below. He explained
that NWARPC receives funding from several different sources and the summary table shows the
type of funding, and the percentage (or amount in dollars) that is being proposed to be spent in
each program element.
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2022 UPWP Multiple Source Finandal Summary Federal Local Match Total Percent
PL Funds [Arkarisas ) S OEEINED| S XMOELS | 51104075 | GRLEMN
STHGEP-A Funds S 400005 100000 | 5 S00000 | ZAEDH
FTA 5307 SO0 |5 X000 |5 13000 7.20%
PL Funds [ Mizsouwri] -] S000| S L20| & 6,250 0. 35%
[Foral sismoeo| s wazoms [ 4373 32 o000
2022 UPWP Financial Summary [PL-AR] Federal Local Match Total Pemcent
44 21-Program Support and Administration L b ey 44163 | & 2M0E15 | A0.00%
44 22-General Develapment and Comprebensive Planning L MEami| S COEX | 5 298100 | X700
44 23%-Long Range Transpartation Planning g e 66,245 | 5 331 2% | B00%
44 3&-Short-Range Transportation Flanning b A 44163 | & 2ME1S | A00%
44 3% Transportation Improwement Program L hang) s 6624 | & 33122 3.00%
Total SHEL 260 SO0, B15| 51,10, 075) 100.00%
2022 UPW P Financial Summary [PL-WO) Federal Local Match Total Percent
44 i -Program Support and Administration = X o] I B0 | 5 OO0 | &0.00%
44 22-General Development and Comprehensive Planning 5 g -
44 23-Long Range Transportation Planning L] 1500 | 5 s 5 LATS | H00%
44 2&-Short-Range Transportation Flanning ] & -
44 ¥%-Transportation Improwemant Pragram L] 1500 | & w5 LETS | X00%
Total $ s000)% 1250 | 5 650 100
2072 UPWP STRBGP-A Program Element AR Federal Match® Total Percent
44 1-Program Support and Admindstration 5 =15 4§ L00%
44 ¥3-General Develapment and Comprehensive Planning S E0OOG | S 2000000 | & 100000 | X000
44 2%-Llong Range Transportation Planning {Note: SH00K for ITS-TSMO) S OMOOHD | S 500000 | & 3000 | G500%
44 24 Short-Range Transportation Flan ning S SNO0G) S 1250000 | 5 ERSO0 | 1350
44 2% Transportation Improwement Program S O W0000)5 2500005 1R500 2.50%
Total % 00000 | 5 100,000 | 5 500,000 100%
2022 UPWP FTA 5307 Program Element AR Federal Local Match Total Percent
44 21-Program Support and Administration 5 & 00
44 2-zeneral Development and Comprehensive Planning 5 4 (L00%
44 23%-Long Range Transpartation Planning 5 g Ll i
A4 24-Short-Range Transportation P anning S 10| S IR0 | S5 125000 | 100.00%
44 ¥%-Transportation Improwement Program 5 4 00
Fatal $ woooo|s  2S000(% 15000 oo
2022 UPW P Total by Elements Federal Local Match Total Pement
44 M -Program Support and Administration S ATEER | S 48R3 | 5 223315 13%
44 22-zeneral Development and Comprehensive Planning L MELEN| S TAE20 | & 398100 7%
44 23-Long Range Transportation Planning S OEMATE| S 1M1 G20 | 5 EEE0OE aps
44 2&-Short-Range Transportation Flanning S OIMEER2 | 5 B GED | & 408 315 24%
44 ¥%Transportation Improwement Program S ITaW |5 9455 | & 4T 297 I
Total SLIE A0 | & 347,085 | 51,735 335 100
* Match is proposed to be prowided from local and state sources
MOTION:

Chair Patsy Christie asked for a motion to recommend approval of the Draft FY 2022 UPWP to the
RPC/Policy Committee. Dan Weese made the motion and Sunny Farmahan provided the second.
Motion passes unanimously.

ARDOT FFY 2023-2026 STIP DEVELOPMENT — MPO PROJECT SUBMISSION

Tim Conklin explained that ARDOT is beginning the FFY 2023-2026 State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP) development process. They have asked the MPOs to submit their list
of projects by June 23, 2021. He said that NWARPC intends to submit the Constrained Project List
from the NWARPC 2045 MTP and recommend that projects are selected from this list. Potential
CAP-2 projects are included in the Constrained List.

CAP-2 PROJECTS:

e Fully fund and complete US 412 bypass to Hwy 265

e Fully fund and complete the XNA Connector as a four-lane highway
e Fully fund and complete Hwy 112 improvements
http://www.ardot.gov/renew/Statewide/Map3 CAP 2.pdf
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CONSTRAINED PROJECT LIST: https://www.nwarpc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/MTP2045Chapter9.pdf
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5. STBGP-A AND TAP - POLICY, PROCEDURE, AND APPLICATION DISCUSSION

FFY 2021 STBGP-A and TAP Obligation Schedule
o Tim Conklin outlined the following schedule for obligating FFY 2021 funds. He reminded
project awardees that all requirements for obligation must be met by August 2021.

ARDOT Obligation Plan Due — June 30, 2021- For 2021 Projects
Awardees — Need updated and accurate status and estimates fo ARDOT

NWARPC may carry up to a max $1,000,000 into the next year

NWARPC Policy Committee Awarded $11,636,680 (STBGP-A/HIP and TAP) July
2020

NWARPC Policy Committee Awarded $3,244,773 (Coronavirus Response and Relief
Supplemental Appropriations Act)

FFY 2021 ARDOT/FHWA Obligated $4,430,000 ($2,500,000 STBGP-A and $597,342 of
2018 HIP funds and $1,332,658 of the 2019 HIP funds)

o STBGP-A, 2018-19 HIP, AND TAP OBLIGATIONS IN THE NEXT 2.5 MONTHS:

STEGP-A+HIP | Obligated TAP $1M Max

Northwest Arkansas Regional Mlanning Commission Obligation Plan - June 30,2021 Phase TAP P 15 and STEGP-A Obligated HIP [2018-20) Camy Cuer Staus

Lake Francis/Washington 5t. Sidewalks

2021|Benton 050835 |Sloam Springs Construction 5 135000 Plans sentto ARDOT 30%
Mercy Way Bridgeand Road Imps -

2021 Razorback Greenway Ext. Construction + Al Phases § 250710|% 2,500,710 | Cbligated
Hw'y 264,/Belview Road Intersection

2021(Benton D500 (Lo el Imps. Roundabout |ROW-Utilities-Const -CENG k] 750,000 Flanz sent ARDOT @ 30%
Watkinz Ave. Bike-Ped Bridge over -39

2021[washington |04 [Springdale Construction 5 125000
(Greenhouss Road Improvements

2021(Benton 0o |Bentonville-Centerton Design and Environmenta 5 550,000 LO| doses May 27, 2021
Razorback Greenway Relocation - 148

2021 |sPurca Canstruction £ 50,00 § 250,000
US a12and Klenc Rd Signalization

2021 hi | 09000 i &)1 Phazes 5 360,000 5 360,000 [Tontitown Agreement/Check to ARDOT]
Hwy 170 (Hwy. 62 to Clyde Cames

2021[washington (040683 [Farmington F} Construction + All Phases $ 1,930,000 £ 1,530,000 Cbligated HIP
=3in StreetExt. [N. Front 5t. to Vantage

2021 |washington |04088E |Fayetteville Blvd, Construction + All Phases § 25m0000|5 500,000 Obligated
Gene’ﬁmlgeBludPhasell z

2021 |Washington 04080 [Springdale Row and Utilities £ 10368705 1036870 |Cbligated
Wagon Wheel Road

2021|Benton 020524 [Benton County Construction $ 1,200,000 ROW in Process

Total 5 500000 (§ 11136680(% 6,046,680 | § 1,930,000 | § 610,000

o Tim Conklin said that the take away is that if the projects that still need to be obligated, and
aren’t by August 2021, then that money will be used on another qualified project.

FFY 2022 STBGP-A and TAP Discussion — Tim Conklin said:

o The exact amount of funding for FFY 2022 is not known at this time. NWARPC expects a
similar amount to FFY 2021.

o FFY 2021 funding was:
v' $500,603 TAP
v' $8,373,906 STBGP-A
v’ $465,690 HIP

o Current STBGP-A policy:
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Project Types. (FAST Act Guidance: https://www.thwa.dot.gov/fastact/factsheets/stbgfs.cfm)

1.2.1 Projects of Regional Significance. From the remaining funds after staffing, STBGP-A funds will
be utilized for Projects of Regional Significance. Regional Significance is defined as an
improvement to major routes such as north/south corridors and the east/west corridors and
frontage roads that improve access, reduce crash rates, and/or fo relieve congestion fo the
north/south routes. Plans and Studies may be included as regional projects.

1.2.2 Other Projects. From the remaining funds after staffing, up to 20% may be utilized for other
eligible projects that increase capacity.

1.2.3 In the case of emergency for full expenditure of funds, the Policy Committee can authorize
funding for any eligible projects.

Project Selection Criteria. Projects will be evaluated and scored based on the six
categories listed below:

* Congestion Management

* Regional Significance/Connectivity

* Safety

« Overall Improvement to the Transportation System
* Project Design

» Project Confinuatfion, Partnership, Cost-Sharing

o Current TAP policy:
Northwest Arkansas Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan Projects.

Project sponsors should focus on regional projects that will provide on-road and off-road
trail facilities that connect 1o the existing and proposed irail networks as described in the
2040 Plan, NWA Regional Bicycle and Pedesirian Master Plan, and NWA Heritage Trail Plan.

Criteria for Project Selection. Projects will be evaluated and scored based on the four
categories listed below:

* 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Regional Bicycle and Pedesirian Master Plan
« Connectivity

» Safety

= Barriers to mobility /usability

o These policies were adopted by the RPC/Policy Committee.

o The current application and application process has been followed for the past 9 years.

o The tentative schedule for FFY 2022 Call for Projects (one month later than in past years so
that NWARPC can better understand which FFY 2021 projects will be obligated and if there
will need to be any “shuffling” of funding):

Call for Projects — May 27, 2021

Deadline to Submit — June 30, 2021

TAC Presentations — July 21, 2021

TAC Recommendation — August 19, 2021
RPC/Policy Committee Approval — August 25, 2021

ANENENENEN
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o Tim Conklin reminded the group that the application requires a city council resolution
supporting the project, and this may take some time, so anyone thinking of applying should
start the resolution process as soon as possible.

o A Selection Committee, made up of members that have been on the Committee previously,
will be informed of dates for presentations.

o Anyone who wants to serve on the Selection Committee is welcome.

6. FFY 2021 PROGRAM OF PROJECTS (POP) (INFORMATIONAL ITEM)

Tim Conklin told the group that the POP is a requirement of the FTA and is used to provide for the

coordination of public transportation services. He said that NWARPC is the Designated Recipient for

FTA grant programs for the urbanized area. There are two types of funding:

e A portion of the Section 5307 funding received will be used by NWARPC for comprehensive
planning.

e The balance of the Section 5307 funding is split at an approximate ratio of 55% to ORT and 45%
to Razorback Transit = $2,597,069

e The Section 5339 funds are split 50/50 between the two transit providers = $283,926

e 2021 American Rescue Plan Act are split 50/50 = $996,609

e The RPC/Policy Committee will be considering the POP at its May 26, 2021 meeting.

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION
TABLE 12

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION
Table 3

FY 2021 FULL YEAR SECTION 5339 BUS AND BUS FACILITIES FORMULA APPORTIONMENTS

FY 2021 FULL YEAR SECTION 5307 AND SECTION 5340 URBANIZED AREA

APPORTIONMENTS' The: lolal avadable amount for @ program is based on funding Sulhonzed under The Faing Amernica’s Surface
Transportabion Act (FAST) and The Consoldated Appropnabions Act, 2021 (Pub. L 116-260, Dec. 27, 2020)
The total avaiable amount for & pragram is based on funding authorzed under The Foing America's Surface
Transporation Act (FAST) and The Consoldated Appropnations Act, 2021 (Pub. L. 116-260, Dec. 27, 2020) ZED AREA/STATE APPOR T
[Vate: In accordance wih FAST, this tatle shams the amounts altrbutable fo each Stale of @ Mult-State Urbanzed Area arer
" " UZAs 200,000 o more n Population $356 884,276

3 ¥ ey
Stafes share of & mul-afele urbaned anes was caloulsled on the baais of the peveentage of populaton alfrbufsble fo the Stales in
e iZA. a5 detsemined by the 2010 Cansus.

UZAs 50,000-199 999 in Poputation

URBANIZED AREAISTATE

Laretiele:spigdele-Ropers, AR-MO

45% to Razorback Transit
55% to Ozark Regional Transit
Transit Planning

50%-50% Between Transit Agencies

FTA SECTION 5307 POP FFY 2021
OFZARE REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY
Project Project Type Total Cost Federal Share Local Share
Description
Operating Assist. | Operating 51,573,758 5786,879 5786,879
Preventative kitn. | Capital 5444805 5355 844 588,561
ADA Paratraeait Sanics | Canital 5357100 5285680 571,420
TOTAL 52,375,663 51,428 403 L5407, 260
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS — RAZORBACK TRANSIT
Operating Assist. | Operating S480,000 S240,000 S240,000
Prawentative hitn. | Capital 5453,366 $362,693 590,673
Bus Procurement | Capital 5529,412 $450,000 579,412
ADA Faratranait Senvice Capital 4£145,000 5116,000 529,000
TOTAL 51,607,778 51,168,693 5435,085
NORTHWEST ARKANSAS REGIOMNAL PLANMNING CORMMISSION
Comp. Planning | Capital [ 5125,000 | $100,000 | 525,000
SUMMARY — ALL PROVIDERS
TOTAL | | 54,108,441 | 43,697,096 | 41,411,345
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FTA SECTION 3339 POP
FFY 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021
OFARK REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Project Description FFY Project Type Total Cost Federal Share Local Share

Funding
Bus Procurement 2018 Capital 5205,379 5174,572 430,807
Bus Procurement 2019 Capital 5186781 5158764 528017
Bus Procurement 2020 Capital 5184, 246 5156,609 427,637
Bus Procurement 2021 Capital 5167,015 5141963 525052 |

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS — RALORBACK TRANSIT

Bus Procurement 2018 Capital 5205379 5174572 530,807
Bus Procurement 2015 Capital 5186,781 5158,764 528,017
Bus Procurement 2020 Capital S5184,246 5156,609 527,637
Bus Procurerment 2021 Capital C167 015 £141 963 SJ‘S,{IE-J

SUMMARY = FFY TOTALS [ORT + RAZORBACK TRANSIT)
FTA Saction 5339 FFY 2018 | Capital 410,758 5349,144 461,614
FTA Section 5339 FFY 2019 | Capital 5373,562 5317,528 556,034
FTA Section 5339 FFY 2020 | Capital 5368,492 5313,218 SEE,J'M
FTA Section 5339 FFY 2021 | Capital 5334,030 5283926 550,104

4518 ORT - 53,6 million Se¢, 5339 b) Bus grant approved.  9/25/18 ORT 52,9 million Sec. 5330(b) Facility gramt approved.
Coronawines Aid, Relied, & Coonomc Security (CARES) Act Funding: Tofal 57, 7350764 - GAT: 54,752 470 Razorback: S1,.479,3594
American RBesoue Plan Act Furding: Total 599,609 - ORT: $5%38, 135/ Rarorback: S448.474

7. HERITAGE SPRINGS TRAIL DESIGNATION — RECOMMEND TO THE RPC/POLICY COMMITTEE
Elizabeth Bowen said that the TAC heard a complete explanation and history behind the name
“Heritage Springs Trail”:
= The Heritage Trail Partners are proposing the name “Heritage Springs Trail”.
= The name combines human and natural history, heritage and geography — the location follows

much of the Heritage Trail, and is near many springs — Wilson Springs, Greathouse Springs, EIm
Springs, and Cave Springs.
= Other interested committees have endorsed the name.
MOTION:
Chair Patsy Christie asked for a motion to recommend, to the RPC/Policy Committee, designation of
a western corridor trail that includes the future Hwy 112 side path as the “Heritage Springs Trail”.
Nathan Crouch made the motion and Jackie Crabtree provided the second. Motion passes
unanimously.

8. PUBLIC COMMENT — Any public comment received via email will be provided to TAC members prior
to meeting, and will become part of the meeting record. Chair Patsy Christie asked if any comments
had been received prior to the meeting. Celia Scott-Silkwood said none had been received. Chair
Christie asked if there was anyone at the meeting that wished to comment. Jackie Crabtree thanked
Celia Scott-Silkwood for her work at NWARPC and wished her a happy retirement.

9. OTHER BUSINESS
e Tim Conklin said that NWARPC had been approached by the Indian Nations Council of

Governments (NCOG) explaining that INCOG on May 11, 2021 had passed a resolution to

designate Hwy 412, from I-35 to I-49, as an Interstate. They planned to ask Congress for the

designation.

> Inthe 1990s Hwy 412 was designated a high priority corridor on the National Highway
System.

> INCOG would like Congress to add Hwy 412 to the High Priority Corridors Designated as
Future Interstates map.

> The proposed interstate designation along the US Hwy 412 corridor will directly connect
three key interstate freight corridors in the heartland of America, the 1-35, I-44 and 1-49.
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» The future designation would be for Hwy 612 around Springdale, not through Springdale.
However, the designation would apply Hwy 412 through Siloam Springs.

» This information is very new, and was not discussed as part of the 2045 MTP update, nor is

itincluded in the MTP. What is included in the MTP is completion of the Hwy 612 projects

and completing a 6-lane arterial to the east in Siloam Springs (on existing Hwy 412).

Specific existing roadway elements that coniribute to the Interstate designation

include:

15 miles of US-412 in Tulsa is already a designated Interstate -244 or |-44

90 miles of US-412 is currently designated as a National High Priority Corridor from
I-44 in Tulsa to -49 in Springdale, Arkansas

133 miles (out of a total 189 miles) of US-412 between I-35 in Oklahoma and [-49
in Arkansas is built at or near the interstate standard, with speed limits 65MPH —
80MPH, 12-foot lanes, and grade separated interchanges

Nearly 80 miles of existing turnpikes in Oklahoma (the Cimarron and Cherokee
tumnpikes), are limited and grade separated access and were designed and built
essentially to Interstate standards and are designated US-412

Incorporating Oklahoma Turnpikes in the Interstate System clearly has a
precedent with the Will Rogers Turnpike, Turner Turnpike and H E Bailey Turnpikes
all being designated as I-44 and signed with the Interstate shield

Chair Patsy Christie asked if there was any action to be taken. Tim Conklin said that INCOG
would like a letter of support or resolution passed in support of the designation. He said that
ARDOT has no official position at this time, but they emphasized they want to complete projects
on current interstates within the state.
Elizabeth Bowen said that after much discussion with ARDOT about it’s Bicycle Accommodation
Policy, and whether it would be changed to reflect the proposed side path on Hwy 112 any time
soon, ARDOT suggested that another entity apply for ARDOT TAP funds, in order to avoid having
the cost incurred by local jurisdictions.
» The NWA Regional Mobility Authority (RMA) is eligible to make application for ARDOT
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding for the proposed Hwy 112 side path.
» The NWA RMA will be meeting after the RPC/Policy Committee meeting on May 26, 2021 to
discuss this course of action.
> If the NWA RMA approves the resolution to apply for the funding, the NWARPC staff will
complete the applications.
= The planis to make application for 5 projects which are included in the FFY 2021-2024
STP/TIP
= The funding request will cover ROW, utilities and construction
= The 8 cities along the Hwy 412 corridor will need to submit letters of support by June 1,
2021
A question was asked if there was any movement on ARDOT'’s part toward changing their policy.
Tim Conklin said that conversations are still taking place, but nothing has changed at this time.
Elizabeth Bowen said that ARDOT has a bridge tool that will show the condition of all bridges
under their purview in the state. She said that an ARDOT representative will be at a future
meeting to give a detailed demonstration of the tool.
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e GRANTS
> ARDOT TAP/RTP Grant applications due June 1, 2021.
> ARDOT 2021 TAP/RTP training webinar was recorded and is available on ARDOT’s website.
> RAISE GRANT — Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity — due on
July 12, 2021.
e FUTURE MEETING DATES:
» GOOD ROADS SUMMIT — MAY 27, 2021 IN-PERSON
» TAC VIRTUAL MEETING — THURSDAY, JULY 15, 2021, @ 10:30 AM
» RPC/POLICY COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING — WEDNESDAY, JULY 28, 2021 @ 1:30 PM

10. ADJOURN
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. Motion passes unanimously.
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