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OTHERS: Jonathan Curth (Fayetteville); Andy Brewer (Olsson); Dawn Warrick (Freese); Aaron Boehmler 
(Burns McDonnell); Britni O’Connor (MoDOT); Joe Quinn (Executive Director Arkansas Good Roads 
Foundation) 

NOTE: THIS MEETING WAS HELD VIRTUALLY DUE TO CORONVIRUS PANDEMIC. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Patsy Christie was unable to attend the meeting.  Vice Chair Ben Rhoads called the meeting to 
order.  Celia Scott-Silkwood recorded member names and tallied votes.  A quorum was reached.   

 
2. APPROVE TAC MARCH 18, 2021 MEETING MINUTES  
 MOTION:  Vice Chair Ben Rhoads asked for a motion to approve the March 18, 2021 TAC Meeting 

Minutes.  Rick Stone made the motion to approve the Minutes as distributed.  Chris Keeney 
provided the second.  Motion passes unanimously.  

  
3. DRAFT FY 2022 UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM (UPWP) 
 Tim Conklin explained that the FY 2022 UPWP outlines the planning activities of the NWARPC, 

serving as the Northwest Arkansas Regional Transportation Study (NARTS) from July 1, 2021 through 
June 30, 2022.  He presented the Program Elements and the Work Tasks: 
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Tim Conklin pointed out that the Transportation Systems Management and Operations (TSMO), 
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS), and the Congestion Management Process update are all 
projects that will be carried over from FY 2021 into FY 2022.  NWARPC is partnering with ARDOT to 
complete these projects. 
 
Tim Conklin also reviewed that Multiple Source Final Summary, as shown below.  He explained that 
NWARPC receives funding from several different sources and the summary table shows the type of 
funding, and the percentage (or amount in dollars) that is being proposed to be spent in each 
program element. 
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MOTION: 
Vice Chair Ben Roads asked if there were any questions.  Seeing none, he asked for a motion to 
recommend the Draft FY 2022 UPWP go to a two-week public comment period.  Chris Keeney made 
the motion and Chris Dillaha provided the second.  Motion passes unanimously. 

 
4. FFY 2021 PROGRAM OF PROJECTS (POP) (Informational item) 
 Tim Conklin told the group that the POP is a requirement of the FTA and is used to provide for the 

coordination of public transportation services.  He said that NWARPC is the Designated Recipient for 
FTA grant programs for the urbanized area.  There are two types of funding: 

• A portion of the Section 5307 funding received will be used by NWARPC for comprehensive 
planning.   

• The balance of the Section 5307 funding is split at an approximate ratio of 55% to ORT and 45% 
to Razorback Transit.   

• The Section 5339 funds are split 50/50 between the two transit providers. 

• The RPC/Policy Committee will be considering the POP at its May meeting. 
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 5. STBGP-A AND TAP – POLICY, PROCEDURE, AND APPLICATION DISCUSSION 

• FFY 2021 STBGP-A and TAP Obligation Schedule 
o Tim Conklin outlined the following schedule for obligating FFY 2021 funds.  He reminded 

project awardees that all requirements for obligation must be met by August 2021. 

 
 

o Tim Conklin presented the information in the following table to illustrate the status of FFY 
2021 projects: 
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o Tim Conklin said that the take away is that if the projects that still need to be obligated, and 
aren’t by August 2021, then that money will be used on another qualified project. 

• FFY 2022 STBGP-A and TAP Discussion – Tim Conklin said: 
o The exact amount of funding for FFY 2022 is not known at this time.  NWARPC expects a 

similar amount to FFY 2021. 
o FFY 2021 funding was: 

✓ $500,603 TAP 
✓ $8,373,906 STBGP-A 
✓ $465,690 HIP 

o Current STBGP-A policy: 

 

 
o Current TAP policy: 
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o These policies were adopted by the RPC/Policy Committee and have been followed for the 
past 9 years.  

o The current application and application process has been followed for the past 9 years. 
o The tentative schedule for FFY 2022 Call for Projects (one month later than in past years so 

that NWARPC can better understand which FFY 2021 projects will be obligated and if there 
will need to be any “shuffling” of funding): 
✓ Call for Projects – May 27, 2021 
✓ Deadline to Submit – June 30, 2021 
✓ TAC Presentations – July 21, 2021 
✓ TAC Recommendation – August 19, 2021 
✓ RPC/Policy Committee Approval – August 25, 2021 

o Tim Conklin invited the TAC to comment on the current policies and application process, and 
make suggestions if they want to revisit it or change it.  No comments were made. 

o The RPC/Policy Committee makes the final policy and application approval, along with final 
project approval. 

 
6.    GOOD ROADS ARE SAFE ROADS – ARKANSAS GOOD ROADS FOUNDATION – YEAR LONG 

CAMPAIGN (Informational Item)  www.GoodRoadsSafeRoads.org     
Elizabeth Bowen introduced Joe Quinn, Executive Director Arkansas Good Roads Foundation.  Mr. 
Quinn gave a short presentation. 

• The Foundation works to “promote adequate funding and financing for the planning, 
development, construction, and maintenance of a safe and efficient street, road, and bridge 
system including transportation enhancements”. 

• He noted that Bentonville had just passed a bond issue that supported bike trails and amenities, 
among other items. 

• He also noted that NWACC just authorized the establishment of a bicycle repair program. 

• The point being, that local governments and organizations understand the impact of bicycles on 
NWA in terms of economics and a healthy lifestyle.   

• Covid-19 is beginning to subside, spring is here and people are getting out, and many are riding 
bikes. 

• The Foundations’ purpose is to raise awareness of roadway laws for cyclists and motorists.  And 
its mission is to educate target audiences in order to change behaviors and ensure safer roads 
for everyone.  

• The Foundation has been on a 12-month campaign to fulfill its mission.  Pillars of the Campaign 
include: 
➢ UPSURGE – Regional investments in biking infrastructure and the increased desire for a 

healthy lifestyle have driven a surge in cycling. 
➢ SAFETY – With the convergence of cyclists on the road, safety is of the utmost importance.  

Cyclists and motors are uniformed about the rules of the road. 
➢ LAW – Understanding the new legislation – treating a stop light as a stop sign and a stop 

sign as a yield sign. 
➢ ECONOMIC GROWTH – Well-intentioned biking communities where they can integrate 

cyclists into shared roads leads to economic growth. 

• The Foundation is hosting an event on May 27, 2021.  Numerous bike organizations, as well as 
VIPs will be involved – national experts on legal bike issues, economic development and safety 
topics. 
 

 

http://www.goodroadssaferoads.org/
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7.   COMMENT PERIOD FOR PROPOSED MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES (MUTCD) -
REVISIONS -MAY 14, 2021 (Informational Item) 

 Elizabeth Bowen explained: 

• Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways (MUTCD) 11th Edition is 
available for review and comment.  The comment period ends May 14, 2021. 

• Each organization must send their own comments.  

• Problems as seen by the Active Transportation Committee: 

 
 
 8. PUBLIC COMMENT – Any public comment received via email will be provided to TAC members prior 

to meeting, and will become part of the meeting record.  Vice Chair Ben Rhoads asked if any 
comments had been received prior to the meeting.  Celia Scott-Silkwood said none had been 
received.  He asked if there was anyone at the meeting that wished to comment.  No one came 
forward. 

 
9. OTHER BUSINESS  

• Elizabeth Bowen reported: 
➢ TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS (TSMO), INTELLIGENT 

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (ITS)  
▪ The price quoted by Cambridge Systematics consultants has been negotiated down.  The 

TSMO/ITS/CMP contract is now back at the consultants for a final review. 
▪ Waiting for ARDOT to finalize the master agreement. 
▪ RPC/Policy Committee will need to approve the agreement when it is ready. 

➢ CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROCESS (CMP) UPDATE 
▪ NWARPC will use ARDOT on-call consulting services. 
▪ Next Steps: ARDOT Documents, Task Order, Notice to Proceed 

➢ PROPOPSED NAME FOR TRAIL ALONG HWY 112 
▪ The Heritage Trail Partners are proposing the name “Heritage Springs Trail”. 
▪ The name combines human and natural history, heritage and geography – the location 

follows much of the Heritage Trail, and is near many springs – Wilson Springs, 
Greathouse Springs, Elm Springs, and Cave Springs. 

➢ GRANTS 
▪ ARDOT TAP/RTP Grant applications due June 1, 2021. 
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▪ ARDOT 2021 TAP/RTP training webinar on May 4, 2021 at 10:00 am. 
▪ An April 1, 2021 webinar was recorded and is available on ARDOT’s website. 
▪ ARDOT has indicated that grant applications should be submitted now, regardless of 

whether or not the Department changes the Bicycle Accommodation Policy or not. 
▪ RAISE GRANT –  

 
 

• FUTURE MEETING DATES:  
➢ TAC VIRTUAL MEETING – THURSDAY, MAY 20, 2021, @ 10:30 AM  
➢ RPC/POLICY COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING – WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2021 @ 1:30 PM 

 
10. ADJOURN 
 A motion was made and seconded to adjourn.  Motion passes unanimously. 


