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NWARPC STAFF: Tim Conklin, AICP, Celia Scott-Silkwood, AICP, Cristina Scarlat, Elizabeth Bowen 
OTHERS: Dawn Warrick (Freese Consultants); Steven Beam (Burns & McDonnell); Britni O’Connor 
(MoDOT); Jason Eldridge (Emery Sapp); Tom Brown (Ozark Rail & Bus Transit Society [ORBTS]) 

ENTITY MEMBER ATTENDING PROXY 

AVOCA ROBERT WHITEHORN 
NANETTE BARNES 

X  

BELLA VISTA DOUG TAPP X                       

BENTON COUNTY JUDGE BARRY MOEHRING 
JOSH BEAM 
DEAN KLINGMON 

 
X                          

 
 

BENTONVILLE DENNIS BIRGE 
DAN WEESE 

 
X 
   

 

CAVE SPRINGS MAYOR RANDALL NOBLETT   

CENTERTON MAYOR BILL EDWARDS X  

ELKINS MAYOR BRUCE LEDFORD   

ELM SPRINGS MAYOR HAROLD DOUTHIT   

FARMINGTON MELISSA McCARVILLE X  

FAYETTEVILLE PAUL LIBERTINI 
CHRIS BROWN 

X 
X 

 

GENTRY MAYOR KEVIN JOHNSTON   

GREENLAND MAYOR BILL GROOM   

HIGHFILL MICHELLE RIEFF/ROB HOLLAND   

JOHNSON MAYOR CHRIS KEENEY X  

LINCOLN MAYOR DOUG HUTCHENS   

LITTLE FLOCK MAYOR TRACY ENGLEBRECHT   

LOWELL MAYOR CHRIS MOORE 
RICK STONE 

                          
X 

 

PEA RIDGE MAYOR JACKIE CRABTREE 
NATHAN SEE 

X                                                           

PRAIRIE GROVE MAYOR SONNY HUDSON X  

ROGERS LANCE JOBE X                         

SILOAM SPRINGS BEN RHOADS 
JUSTIN BLAND 

                         X 
X 

JUSTIN BLAND 

SPRINGDALE PATSY CHRISTIE 
BRAD BALDWIN 

X 
X 

 
 

TONTITOWN PAUL COLVIN 
RENEE BIBY 

 
 

 

WASHINGTON CO. CHARLES WARD 
NATHAN CROUCH 

 
X                   

 
 

WEST FORK MAYOR HEITH CAUDLE   

NWARPC JEFF HAWKINS X  

BEAVER H2O DISTRICT CODY HUDSON   

OZARK REG. TRANSIT JOEL GARDNER X  

RAZORBACK TRANSIT GARY K. SMITH 
ADAM WADDELL 

X 
 

 

U OF A MIKE JOHNSON                          X                                                                        SCOTT TURLEY 

MoDOT FRANK MILLER   
NWA NATIONAL AIRPORT AARON BURKES   
PINEVILLE/McDONALD CO.    

ARDOT PLANNING CHRIS DILLAHA 
SUNNY FARMAHAN 

X 
 

 

ARDOT DISTRICT 9 STACEY BURGE                                                                    

FHWA AMY HEFLIN X  
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NOTE: THIS MEETING WAS HELD VIRTUALLY DUE TO CORONVIRUS PANDEMIC. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Patsy Christie called the meeting to order.  She said that members would vote on motions 
using the poll function in Zoom.  Celia Scott-Silkwood recorded member names and tallied votes.  A 
quorum was reached.   

 
2. APPROVE TAC DECEMBER 17, 2020 MEETING MINUTES  
 MOTION:  Chair Patsy Christie asked for a motion to approve the December 17, 2020 TAC Meeting 

Minutes.  Chris Keeney made the motion to approve the Minutes as distributed.  Jackie Crabtree 
provided the second.  Motion passes unanimously.  

  
3. DRAFT NWARPC 2045 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN (MTP) – INTRODUCTION OF WEB 

PAGE WITH DRAFT CHAPTERS  
 Tim Conklin said that at the December 17, 2020 TAC meeting staff presented a more in-depth 

summary of the draft MTP chapters.  The presentation at this meeting would be at a higher level.  

• The draft MTP chapters, as well as other information, is available on the NWARPC web site at:  
https://www.nwarpc.org/transportation/metropolitan-transportation-plan/  

• Major Themes/Assumptions 
➢ Significant projected population increase 
➢ Significant projected employment increase 
➢ Significant projected traffic increase – as shown by the NWA Travel Demand Model 
➢ Growing “up” versus “out” – increased density – shown in local Future Land Use Plans 
➢ Complete Streets and Complete Networks are desired – NWA Regional Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Master Plan, Connect NWA-TDP, Targeted Bicycle Network, City bond projects 
➢ Implementation of FHWA Proven Safety Counter Measures – use of Access Management 

and Roundabouts 
➢ Land Use and Transportation connection – Housing plus Transportation – walkable, 

bikeable, and transit ready – allowing Mode choice 

• The MTP covers the Metropolitan Planning Area and all Federal-aid transportation projects are 
programmed in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

• Draft Chapters 

 

https://www.nwarpc.org/transportation/metropolitan-transportation-plan/
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• Significant Population Increase 

 
• Land Use and Transportation Plans – Based on city land use and transportation plans (with bond 

projects), significant increases in residential and employment densities will occur in: 
➢ Urban Centers 
➢ 71B Corridor 
➢ Downtown Centers 
➢ Regional Centers 
➢ Commerce Corridor 
➢ Infill Zones 
➢ Employment Centers 

• Increased Density/Households and Employment – 10-mile-wide corridor (5 miles each side of I-
49) 
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• Complete Streets/Safety Counter Measures 

 
• The FFY 2021-2024 TIP projects are part of the MTP 

 
 MoDOT Projects include various: 
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• The draft 2045 Fiscally Constrained Project List process: 

 
• Looking Back – 2040 MTP had 2016-2020 Projects: 

➢ 17 projects completed 
➢ 7 projects remained – programmed into the new FFY 2021-2024 TIP 
➢ FFY 2021-2024 TIP becomes the first 4 years of constrained projects in the 2045 MTP 
➢ In the table below, all remaining projects are highlighted in orange, and are listed in the FFY 

2021-2024 TIP 
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• 2045 Projects and ARDOT Connecting Arkansas Program II (CAP-2): 
➢ Complete US 412 Bypass from Hwy 265 to Sonora – funded in years 2040 to 2045 (assuming 

additional CAP/Federal funding 2040-2045) 
➢ Complete Hwy 112 improvements 
➢ Complete the XNA Connector 

• Draft 2045 Constrained Project List (Arkansas) 
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• Draft 2045 Constrained Project List (Missouri) 

 
• Draft 2045 Unconstrained Project List 

 
• If any project on the Unconstrained List came up for funding, the MTP would have to be 

amended to show it on the Constrained List. 

• Programmed money for improving N/S and E/W roads, instead of for widening I-49 to 8 lanes, in 
an effort to relieve pressure on I-49 by encouraging travel on these upgraded roads. 

• Since the last MTP update, the Razorback Greenway has been shown to extend to the state line, 
and Pineville has adopted a trail plan that shows the extension of the Greenway up to the city. 
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  MOTION:  Chair Patsy Christie asked for a motion to recommend the Draft NWARPC 2045 MTP to 
the RPC/Policy Committee for review, and to go to a final public open house. Dan Weese made the 
motion, with Chris Keeney providing the second.  Motion passes unanimously.   

 
  The RPC/Policy Committee will review the draft at their January 27, 2021 meeting.  A Public 

Comment Period will begin on January 28, 2021 and run through February 28, 2021.  
 
4.  HIGHWAY 112 SIDE PATH 
 Tim Conklin said that ARDOT recently held two public hearings on the design for Hwy 112 

improvements.  He said that the Department received many comments from citizens and the cities 
affected.  He said that the discussion today revolves around the current ARDOT Bicycle Facility 
Accommodation Policy and how that affects the improvements to Hwy 112 as recommended by the 
NWA Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan, and the Hwy 112 Regional Vision (adopted by the 
RPC/Policy Committee by Resolution #2019-02).  The Bike/Ped Plan was recently amended to show 
a side path on Hwy 112, and to classify the side path as a catalyst project. 

• Current ARDOT Policy 

 
➢ Numbers 4 and 6 are important to today’s discussion. 

▪ #4 – references a bicycle lane, with a width of 4’.  This is not an ideal facility, since many 
people will not ride a bike in a lane with vehicles moving 50-60 mph only several feet 
away. 

▪ #6 – says that shared use paths will not normally be constructed; if a local jurisdiction 
wants one, it will be the jurisdiction’s responsibility to bear any additional R/W and 
construction cost. 
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• NWARPC is advocating for side paths because a large percentage of the population is interested 
in biking, but not on a road with high speeds. 

 
• A letter was sent to ARDOT on January 11, 2021.  It outlined what NWARPC and the cities that 

Hwy 112 passes through would like the Department to consider: 
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• DISCUSSION 
➢ An important fact is that 8 jurisdictions joined together as a region to accept and advocate 

the Hwy 112 Regional Vision for access management and access control.  It is agreed that 
another 71B is not what the region wants. 

➢ Trying to reduce fatalities and serious injuries. 
➢ ARDOT will be conducting a discussion about this issue at the RPC/Policy Committee meeting 

on January 27, 2021 – an invitation for the virtual meeting can be obtained from Celia Scott-
Silkwood. 

➢ It’s challenging for smaller cities to pay for the local share – want to discuss using STBGP-A 
and TAP funding in order to get a consistent cross section along the corridor. 

➢ Design and construct with the side path up front, which is less costly than retrofitting. 
➢ Will probably have to change the TAP application criteria some. 
➢ Encourage all cities to apply for ARDOT TAP funding. 
➢ ARDOT acknowledged they received the letter, but has not made a formal comment on the 

suggestions. 
➢ How can the discussion move forward – form a subcommittee; invite the Highway 

Commissioner into the discussion? 
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➢ Want ARDOT to proceed and design the project with a side path, even if the cost sharing is 
uncertain at this time. 

➢ NWARPC has implored ARDOT to revisit and update their policy. 
➢ The cost of a side path is cheaper than on-street facilities; is ARDOT deducting the cost of the 

pavement from the on-street facility and putting it toward a side path?  Unknown at this 
time. 

➢ Want to hear from ARDOT that they have a timeline/commitment to changing the policy; it 
would be good to hear this at the RPC/Policy Committee meeting next week. 

 
 5. PUBLIC COMMENT – Any public comment received via email will be provided to TAC members prior 

to meeting, and will become part of the meeting record.  Chair Patsy Christie read the following 
comment into the record: 

• Comment received via email on January 14, 2021 
First:   Any movement or plans you could make toward a connected public transit system for all 
of Northwest Arkansas including the airport would be much appreciated.  The two main ways 
this could be accomplished appear to be:    

 1.  Bus Rapid Transit, probably along old US Highway 71 connecting several downtowns, 
probably using a special bus lane and quick passenger entry and exit.   

 2.  Commuter rail.   
  Second:  Why can’t we get passenger rail from Little Rock through Alma and then up to NWA? 

Our family would travel to Little Rock and Kansas City for vacations if we could get there by 
train.    I think many others feel the same way.   If America were connected by trains, we would 
vacation here instead of in Mexico and Europe as we usually do.    

• Tom Brown – Said that he has been attending TAC meetings as a representative of the Ozark Rail 
and Bus Transit (ORBT) group.  That group has been growing and is forming a 501(c)(3) non-
profit to be called the Ozark Rail and Bus Transit Society (ORBTS).  The group will be reviewing 
and commenting on the draft 2045 MTP.  Celia Scott-Silkwood asked that anyone commenting 
do so in writing via email or USPS. 

 
6. ELECTION OF TAC CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

• Current officers: Patsy Christie, Chair, and Ben Rhoads, Vice Chair 

• Chair Patsy Christie asked if anyone wanted to nominate the current officers for another term 
(Jan 2021 to Jan 2023) or to nominate any other people for Chair and/or Vice Chair. 

• She said that Ben Rhoads was unable to attend the meeting, but agreed to continue in the Vice 
Chair position if re-elected. 

• Members agreed that they wanted to have Patsy and Ben continue in their current positions. 
MOTION:  Chris Brown made a motion to nominate and elect Patsy Christie as Chair and Ben Rhoads 
as Vice Chair from January 2021 until January 2023. Sonny Hudson provided the second.  Motion 
passes unanimously. 

 
7. OTHER BUSINESS  

• Tim Conklin said that there are some potential COVID relief funds coming to the region.  He 
would bring that information to the group when it is available.  

• STBGP-A AND TAP PROJECTS UPDATE 
➢ Tim Conklin reminded the jurisdictions that they needed to ask ARDOT for reimbursement 

as soon as possible. 

• TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS (TSMO), INTELLIGENT 
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (ITS) CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROCESS (CMP) UPDATE 
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➢ Elizabeth Bowen said that Cambridge Systematics consultants have sent a modified scope of 
work back to the subcommittee.  The committee will meet on January 26, 2021 to hopefully 
finalize the combined TSMO/ITS/CMP contract. 

• FUTURE MEETING DATES:  
➢ RPC/POLICY COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING AND DRAFT NWARPC 2045 MTP PUBLIC 

HEARING/OPEN HOUSE – WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2021 @ 1:30 PM 
➢ TAC VIRTUAL MEETING – THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2021, 2021, @ 10:30 AM  

 
8. ADJOURN 


