NARTS TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2021 @ 10:30 AM; APPROVED MARCH 18, 2021

ENTITY MEMBER | ATTENDING | PROXY
AVOCA ROBERT WHITEHORN X
NANETTE BARNES
BELLA VISTA DOUG TAPP X
BENTON COUNTY JUDGE BARRY MOEHRING
JOSH BEAM X
DEAN KLINGMON
BENTONVILLE DENNIS BIRGE
DAN WEESE X
CAVE SPRINGS MAYOR RANDALL NOBLETT
CENTERTON MAYOR BILL EDWARDS X
ELKINS MAYOR BRUCE LEDFORD
ELM SPRINGS MAYOR HAROLD DOUTHIT
FARMINGTON MELISSA McCARVILLE X
FAYETTEVILLE PAUL LIBERTINI X
CHRIS BROWN X
GENTRY MAYOR KEVIN JOHNSTON
GREENLAND MAYOR BILL GROOM
HIGHFILL MICHELLE RIEFF/ROB HOLLAND
JOHNSON MAYOR CHRIS KEENEY X
LINCOLN MAYOR DOUG HUTCHENS
LITTLE FLOCK MAYOR TRACY ENGLEBRECHT
LOWELL MAYOR CHRIS MOORE
RICK STONE X
PEA RIDGE MAYOR JACKIE CRABTREE X
NATHAN SEE
PRAIRIE GROVE MAYOR SONNY HUDSON X
ROGERS LANCE JOBE X
SILOAM SPRINGS BEN RHOADS JUSTIN BLAND
JUSTIN BLAND X
SPRINGDALE PATSY CHRISTIE X
BRAD BALDWIN X
TONTITOWN PAUL COLVIN
RENEE BIBY
WASHINGTON CO. CHARLES WARD
NATHAN CROUCH X
WEST FORK MAYOR HEITH CAUDLE
NWARPC JEFF HAWKINS X
BEAVER H20 DISTRICT CODY HUDSON
OZARK REG. TRANSIT JOEL GARDNER X
RAZORBACK TRANSIT GARY K. SMITH X
ADAM WADDELL
UOFA MIKE JOHNSON SCOTT TURLEY
MoDOT FRANK MILLER
NWA NATIONAL AIRPORT AARON BURKES
PINEVILLE/McDONALD CO.
ARDOT PLANNING CHRIS DILLAHA X
SUNNY FARMAHAN
ARDOT DISTRICT 9 STACEY BURGE
FHWA AMY HEFLIN X

NWARPC STAFF: Tim Conklin, AICP, Celia Scott-Silkwood, AICP, Cristina Scarlat, Elizabeth Bowen
OTHERS: Dawn Warrick (Freese Consultants); Steven Beam (Burns & McDonnell); Britni O’Connor
(MoDOT); Jason Eldridge (Emery Sapp); Tom Brown (Ozark Rail & Bus Transit Society [ORBTS])
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NOTE: THIS MEETING WAS HELD VIRTUALLY DUE TO CORONVIRUS PANDEMIC.

1. CALLTO ORDER
Chair Patsy Christie called the meeting to order. She said that members would vote on motions
using the poll function in Zoom. Celia Scott-Silkwood recorded member names and tallied votes. A
guorum was reached.

2. APPROVE TAC DECEMBER 17, 2020 MEETING MINUTES
MOTION: Chair Patsy Christie asked for a motion to approve the December 17, 2020 TAC Meeting
Minutes. Chris Keeney made the motion to approve the Minutes as distributed. Jackie Crabtree
provided the second. Motion passes unanimously.

3. DRAFT NWARPC 2045 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN (MTP) — INTRODUCTION OF WEB
PAGE WITH DRAFT CHAPTERS
Tim Conklin said that at the December 17, 2020 TAC meeting staff presented a more in-depth
summary of the draft MTP chapters. The presentation at this meeting would be at a higher level.
e The draft MTP chapters, as well as other information, is available on the NWARPC web site at:
https://www.nwarpc.org/transportation/metropolitan-transportation-plan/
e Major Themes/Assumptions
Significant projected population increase
Significant projected employment increase
Significant projected traffic increase — as shown by the NWA Travel Demand Model
Growing “up” versus “out” —increased density — shown in local Future Land Use Plans
Complete Streets and Complete Networks are desired — NWA Regional Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan, Connect NWA-TDP, Targeted Bicycle Network, City bond projects
> Implementation of FHWA Proven Safety Counter Measures — use of Access Management
and Roundabouts
> Land Use and Transportation connection — Housing plus Transportation — walkable,
bikeable, and transit ready — allowing Mode choice
e The MTP covers the Metropolitan Planning Area and all Federal-aid transportation projects are
programmed in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
e Draft Chapters

YVVVVY

Your input is key to planning a regional transportation systems that meets
your needs and wants. Send us your thoughts, concerms, and questions
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

OVERVIEW OF TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATION

CHAPTER2.VISION, GOALS AND MTP FRAMEWORK

2045 MTP VISION
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CHAPTER 7. TRAVEL PATTERNS AND TRAVEL
FORECASTING
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CHAPTER 8. FACILITY DESIGN, MANAGEMENT AND
OPERATIONS, AND SYSTEM PERFORMANCE

CHAPTER 9. TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS AND
FUNDING

TRANSPORTATION DESIGN

INTRODUCTION

SUMMARY OF FEDERAL AID PROGRAMS AND FUNDING
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e Significant Population Increase

2045
Population | 2020te 2045
Projection | Difference

County Population Control Totals from AEDI:

County Population Projection Summary

Bentan County Total Washingion County Total  =—=Total

2005 200 203 2020 2025 2030 as 2040 2045
Dara Sources: Arkansas Economic Development Institute [AEDI], 201F - County Total Population
Assumpfions: 1] 2020 Population Estimates — 2010 Census Population to July 1. 2019 Populafion Estimate —
Calculated Annual Average Srowth Rate and Applisd to 2019 July 17 Estimare (2] Ratic of population inside

cities and cutside of cities in uninconporated areas held ciose to same ratios in future years.

Metropolitan Transportation Plan

NWARPC

e Land Use and Transportation Plans — Based on city land use and transportation plans (with bond
projects), significant increases in residential and employment densities will occur in:

Urban Centers

71B Corridor
Downtown Centers
Regional Centers
Commerce Corridor
Infill Zones
Employment Centers

VVVYVYYYVYYVY

e Increased Density/Households and Employment — 10-mile-wide corridor (5 miles each side of I-

49)
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e Complete Streets/Safety Counter Measures

r
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Metropolitan Transportation Plan
= B 3

MADISON
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MoDOT Projects include various:

Asset Management

Interstate Pavement
Major Routes Pavement
Minor Routes Pavement
Bridges

ADA

ITS/Mobility

System Improvement and Safety

= Safety Projects
= US. 71 Intersection improvements between I-49 and Bear Hollow Road

LPA and other Modes

8th Street bridge over Dog Hollow, Pineville
City of Pineville TAP projecis.

Razorback Greenway Extension Phase |
Razorback Greenway Extension Phase I
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The draft 2045 Fiscally Constrained Project List process:
1. Start With Adopted 2040 MIP Selecied Projecis

« Significant work went into past long range transportation plans to identify and
program future projects and many of these projects remain regional priorities and
are carmied forward.

. Adjust Project Estimates for Inflation and Remove Completed Projects

In developing the 2045 MTP Constrained List, NWARPC adjusted projects for
inflation and removed projects that are already completed.

. Demonsirate “Fiscal Consiraint” - Financially Consirained Projecis

The project listing provides a planning estimate of how much Federal and
State/local match may be available, identified roadway improvement costs, and
the time period in which the project may be constructed/completed —year of
expenditure of funds.

Looking Back — 2040 MTP had 2016-2020 Projects:

» 17 projects completed

> 7 projects remained — programmed into the new FFY 2021-2024 TIP

> FFY 2021-2024 TIP becomes the first 4 years of constrained projects in the 2045 MTP

> In the table below, all remaining projects are highlighted in orange, and are listed in the FFY

2021-2024 TIP
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e 2045 Projects and ARDOT Connecting Arkansas Program Il (CAP-2):
» Complete US 412 Bypass from Hwy 265 to Sonora — funded in years 2040 to 2045 (assuming
additional CAP/Federal funding 2040-2045)
» Complete Hwy 112 improvements
» Complete the XNA Connector
e Draft 2045 Constrained Project List (Arkansas)
State Highway County Frojed [From Dir. To
Hwiy 12 Benton W e -l Divicked Sheell Rl South Regional Dr. 5 S8, 00, D IS Fed State
Widen £-lanse divided {pre Eng,
Hwy 12 Berton RIOW, Const Eng) 2 S8, East Crty Umitts (Raogd 159 %2, B0 IS fed State
LIS 412 By pass [613) BentonWash. New Freoway |4 Lanes) Hary 112 Wizt S 412 (Tontitoe B2 ‘S128, 700,000 HITS Capil
XM A Adrpart Access Hoad B_Er'h:-‘u Few Frecway Hwy 112 Marth AT < E.DI.IICI EE CAP I
|41 ‘Washington Widen to & lancs Hwy 25 Marth  [UsE2 14 45, 500,000 HE tfed State
Hwry 113 '‘Wazhington Widen - lane Diwiced Hoarard Nickell |Marth Don Tyson Parky L7 531,000,000 HIZE CAPI
Hwry 72 Benton Woen - lane Ciwiced a5 East Little Sugar Cres]  1LE7 524, (000, CH0) HIZE Fed State
Widen £-lane Divided [pre Eng, |Uitle Sugar
Huiy 72 Benton RO, Const Engl Lreck |East Curtis Ave b4 506, 00, D00 et e Fed State
Widen 4-lare Divided [Const  |Utte Sugar
Hwry 72 Benton DCnily| Creck East Curtls Ave ] S8, 500, 000 HIZT Fed State
Huwey 112* Benton Widen £-lane Divided U5 &12 Marth Fleasant Grove Road 537,000,000 HIXT CAPII
1=t
street/Fleasant
Hﬂi&& Benton Wl o n 2= lanes: CHwiced | = o 4 E‘n'-h:- Partn Hwy 'Elﬂ-,."l'\lgal Ha F ELIIIEIII] HITE Fed State
Widen £-lane Divided [Const
Hwy 12 Berton Onily] 2 S8, East Crty Umitts (Raogd 159 42, D000 HIzE fed State
LS T1 Benton Varaus Imps. per Shudy Rec LS T1B Parth AR-MO S2ate Line 55, 000,000 HIZE Fed State
ianad Springs
Hwey 254 Benion Widen 4-lans Divided Ad. West  [Bellview Ro 091 wl‘.l.'l iz Fed State
Hwry 10052 Cemberton Benton Wicen f-lane Diwiced [Zto4]  |Hewy 1028 East nd Street 247 Sl 000, 000 HIF3 Fed State
Hwny 1008 Benton Widen £-lane Divided Hwry 12 Marth Hwy 72 17 517,500, 000 HIFS Fod State
Huwy 100 Benton WA e -l Diviced Hwy, IT3 N East Hiwry I19 5 1% 45, 000,000 HED Fed State
Huwry 34 Benton Widen L-lans Diwiced U 71 East Lst Strect [ 2, 500,000 HI2D Fed State
LS 412 EE:L!SIE]JI‘ Benton Ne-'t.'anw:lﬁﬂ-L:nns. k45 East Hwry JE5 $-lE._3|:IJ.IICI 2030 CAP I
Huwry 25 ‘Wash | ngton Widen 1o 3 Lanes Lisa Lang Et Staim Rd. 1ar 05, 0, D 20 Fed State
Huy 25 ‘Wazhington Widen to 3 Lanes Stanr Rd. East Oakland Zlon Rd| 076 11,000, 000 HI2D Fed State
Widen £:lane Divided (2 tod)
Hwry ZE5 Benton Fh.2 Hy Db Marth 1st Street/Pleas < 241000000 21 Fed State
Safety and Capacdity Oakland Dion
Hﬂ-ﬁ W&hlmun Imgmw:mnnu E. East White Bihwer 53T E.ACI:I.I:CI:I EIE Fod State
Siloam Springs
LS 213 Benton Wioen 1o & lanes City Limits ‘Wit Ex Isting & lames 3.1 S1H, 0, D0 HE3 Fed State
Hwiy 275 Benton W e -l Divicked Hwy, 10 South Hwry 12 256 531, (000, D HE3 Fed State
Huwy J64 Benton Widen to 3 Lanes Bellwiew Rd. et Hary 112 15 34, 00, D0 H34 Fed State
HME‘BS- W-‘Ehlmun Widen to § Lanes (4 1o 5 H_.\l‘.l-i-l! Parth M:u_rrl:un 5t. 115 $]E EIII] H34 Fed State
Chien Whitlock
Huwiy 43 Benton W e n 4-lane Diviced Parkway ‘West Crawn Hill Rd. 0zl 41, 500,000 HEES Fed State
Hwy 43 Herton Widen 4-lare Divided Dawn Hill id  |West  |Sycmaone Helgh] 052 45, 000000 HES fed State
Hwy 16 '‘Wazhington Widen - lane Diwiced £ Roberts Road |East Aidclle: Fork -WH 3 237,000000 HES Fed State
Hwy 72 mnn WAl o n 2= lanes CHewiced LS J'IE WSt M 1RE 3.7 542 EIII] MG Fed State
Hwny 275 B_I:rh:h'u Widken £-lane Divided Hiwry, 102 Marth Hwy 548 (Fufure] 535 _ﬂ_.u:l.‘-.l.'lﬂ EE'.F Fod State
Huwy T2 Benton Widen - lans Diwiced Hwry 53 East Hhary 548 517 S52, 000,000 HEE Fed State
LIS 52 Benton Wioen 2= lans Ciwiced = Wimigy Jones |East Howry 37 4.5 $25, 100,000 HEZ3 Fed State
Huwiy 15 ‘Washingion Widen to 4 Lanes Middle Fork -WhiEast Hwey 74 L) $21,000,000 HED Fed State
L5 412 By pass [612} Benton Hew Freoway (4 Lanes) 45 East 412 East [Sonara BT 5152, 200, 000 0 CAPII
ﬂ ﬂ'h:-n Widen 1o & lanes H_k".l T2 Parth LIS 71 Morth W:u ELr] E EIIII] a1 Fed State
AR 55 Benton Widen 3.5 Lanes Ird Stisentry  |Marth ¥ City Rd 333 S, HOO, D00 T Fed State
AR 53 Benton Widen 2-5 Lanes ¥ City Ad Parth Hwy 102/ Decatu| 2.4 57, 000, D 3 Fed State
AR 58 Benton Widen -5 Lanes 102/ Decatur Marth Bethlehem Bd 211 £33, 700,000 a3 Fed State
AR 55 Benton Widen -5 Lanes Hodge Ad/Eldredmarth AR T2 G 535, 000,000 s Fed State
AR =5 B_Er'h:-‘u Wioend-5 Lanes Bethleherm Ra  [Marth HD|:='\C- A /E | dire 1r1 513400 DO 2244 Fed State
AR T2 Benton Widen & Lanes Divided TIB ‘West 28 airn : (] S Fed State
Total | 41491500, 000
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e Draft 2045 Constrained Project List (Missouri)

Asset Management Summary
Amounts in current year dollars

Year Interstates Majors Minors Bridges ADA ITSanbilir;’ Total
2022 5 - 5 - s 775,000 | 5 - |5 - & 210,000 | & 985,000
2023 5 5 3320403 93,840 | 5 e - |5 20000|% 3,666,780
2024 5 - |5 - s - |5  as7esr|s  swooo0ls 20000 ($ 867,607
2025 5 2416380 | 5 - & - 5 536875 [ & - 5 20,000 | 5 3,163,255
2026 5 - & - s - 5 E94,200 | 5 - 5 210,000 | § 904,200
2027 5 5 5 - |5 - 5 - 5 210,000 | % 210,000
2028 5 = 5 = 5 o 5 1,455,007 | 5 - 3 210000 | & 1,665,007
2029 5 21573005 37550005 - 5 MM3HE (5 - 5 210,000 [ 5 6,465,539
2030 5 - s - s - Is - s - |5 2wom0[s 210000
2031 5 5 - 5 - 5 T12416 | 5 - 5 210,000 | 5 922,416
Total| 5 45736805 7117940| 5 B6RBA0 | 5 41959434 | 5 M0000|5  2100000| S 19059594
10-Yeor Average | § 457,368 | 5 711,794 | 5 85,884 | 5 419943 | § o) s 210000 [ 8 1,905989
*Estimate is far entive Sauthwest Rural Distric
System Improvement Projects
Year Description Total
| 2023|US 71 Intersection Improvements from |-49 to Arkansas’ | $ 1,035,000 |
‘Fum:ling availability depends on outcome of STIP programming process.
e Draft 2045 Unconstrained Project List
state Highway County Project From Dir. To Miles Unconstrained
City - Prairie
Hwry 62 Washington Widen to 5 Lanes Grove East West City - Lincolm 9,73 § 95,000,000 |Unconstrained
Hwy 12 Benton ‘Widen to 5 Lanes Regional Dr. West Hwy 264 4,84 § 50,000,000 |Unconstrained
Satety and Capacity Double Springs Weddington
Hwy 16 Washington Improvements Rd. West Wioods 2.87| 5 30,000,000 |Unconstrained
Benton and
1-48 Washington Widen to 8 lanaes US 62/MLK Marth Hwy 72 25.83| § 176,000,000 |Unconstrained
Replace/Expand Little Sugar
MO Hwey 30 MeDonald One Lane Bridge Creek $ 2,000,000 [Unconstrained

e If any project on the Unconstrained List came up for funding, the MTP would have to be
amended to show it on the Constrained List.

e Programmed money for improving N/S and E/W roads, instead of for widening 1-49 to 8 lanes, in
an effort to relieve pressure on I-49 by encouraging travel on these upgraded roads.

e Since the last MTP update, the Razorback Greenway has been shown to extend to the state line,
and Pineville has adopted a trail plan that shows the extension of the Greenway up to the city.

NWA Regional Bicycl

le and Pedestrian Master Plan
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MOTION: Chair Patsy Christie asked for a motion to recommend the Draft NWARPC 2045 MTP to
the RPC/Policy Committee for review, and to go to a final public open house. Dan Weese made the
motion, with Chris Keeney providing the second. Motion passes unanimously.

The RPC/Policy Committee will review the draft at their January 27, 2021 meeting. A Public
Comment Period will begin on January 28, 2021 and run through February 28, 2021.

HIGHWAY 112 SIDE PATH

Tim Conklin said that ARDOT recently held two public hearings on the design for Hwy 112
improvements. He said that the Department received many comments from citizens and the cities
affected. He said that the discussion today revolves around the current ARDOT Bicycle Facility
Accommodation Policy and how that affects the improvements to Hwy 112 as recommended by the
NWA Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan, and the Hwy 112 Regional Vision (adopted by the
RPC/Policy Committee by Resolution #2019-02). The Bike/Ped Plan was recently amended to show
a side path on Hwy 112, and to classify the side path as a catalyst project.

e Current ARDOT Policy

1. Accommodation of bicycles will be given due consideration when a proposed
highway project is on a route that has been designated as a bicycle route by a
locally adopted bicycle plan or master street plan and the Department concurs
that the route should be a designated bicycle route. Coordination with local
jurisdictions may be necessary to determine the recommended accommodations.

2 Bicycle accommodations on routes that have not been designated as bicycle
routes by a locally adopted bicycle plan or a master street plan will be considered
if the local jurisdiction will provide the required additional funds.

3. When bicycle accommodations are to be made on routes with an open shouider
section, the paved shoulder will be used to accommodate bicycles. Shoulder
widt! T tion of

tate Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Green Book.

B When bicycle accommodations are to be made on routes with a curb and gutter
section, the bicycle lane will be in accordance with recommendations in the
AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities. Generally, a bicycle
lane width of 4 feet (measured from the lane edge to the edge of the gutter) will

be considered.
5. if loca T S greater than

the standards noted above, the additional nght-of-way and construction costs
associated with the greater width shall be funded by the local jurisdiction that
adopted " #

6. Shared use paths (joint pedestriarvbicycle facilities separated from the roadway)
are used primarily for recreational purposes, and as such will not normally be
considered for bicycle accommodation on the state highway system. Exceptions
will be considered when the local jurisdiction specifically requests the shared use
path. In such cases, the minimum shared use path width shall be 10 feet and the
local jurisdiction shall bear any additional right-of-way and construction costs
required for the shared use path and shall assume ail future maintenance of the
facility

» Numbers 4 and 6 are important to today’s discussion.
= #4 —references a bicycle lane, with a width of 4’. This is not an ideal facility, since many
people will not ride a bike in a lane with vehicles moving 50-60 mph only several feet
away.
= #6 — says that shared use paths will not normally be constructed; if a local jurisdiction
wants one, it will be the jurisdiction’s responsibility to bear any additional R/W and
construction cost.
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e NWARPC is advocating for side paths because a large percentage of the population is interested
in biking, but not on a road with high speeds.
BICYCLIST DESIGN USER PROFILES

Interested Somewhat Highly
but Concerned Confident Confident

of the total f th I f t
51%-56% 2555 5-9% Sopiaion 47 % Sopuiaion
Often not comfortable with bike lanes, may bike on Generally prefer more Comfortable riding with
sidewalks even if bike lanes are provided; prefer separated facilities, but are traffic; will use roads
off-street or separated bicycle facilities or quiet or comfortable riding in without bike lanes.
traffic-calmed residential roads. May not bike at all if bicycle lanes or on paved
bicycle facilities do not meet needs for perceived shoulders if need be.
comfort.

LOW STRESS HIGH STRESS
TOLERANCE L TOLERANCE

Dill, D. and N. McNeil. Revisiting the Four Types of Cyclists. In Transportation Research Record 2587. TRB, National TRB,
National Research Council, Washington, DC, 2014.

e Aletter was sent to ARDOT on January 11, 2021. It outlined what NWARPC and the cities that
Hwy 112 passes through would like the Department to consider:
NWA Regional Vision and Adopted Plan: Shared Use Path

NWARPC Letter fo ARDOT

Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodation — Design and Cost:

e Construct a 12-foot sidewalk/side path with a 6-foot greenspace, where feasible. The proposed Hwy
112 side path is shown in the adopted NWA Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan and is also listed as a
catalyst project (Resolution #2020-11). It is understood that constrained locations will require less
greenspace and/or trail width. Continue the 12-foot Sidewalk/Side Path through the bridges and
overpasses.

AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities {2012) recommends a greater greenspace
separation than 5 feet “...When a side path is placed along a high-speed highway, a separation greater
than 5 ft (1.5 m) is desirable for path user comfort..." (See page 5-11)

Calculate the cost difference of constructing a five-lane roadway with paved center-turn lane and two
5-foot bike lanes (four-foot asphalt + 1-foot gutter pan) on each side of the road to the region’s
preferred alternative of constructing a four-lane boulevard, with a 15-foot raised median and a 12-foot
sidewalk/trail with a six-foot greenspace, where feasible.

NWA Regional Vision and Adopted Plan: Shared Use Path

Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodation — Design and Cost:

+ Design the project(s) to meet Federal-aid requirements to allow ARDOT and NWARPC TAP and STBGP-A
federal funds to be added/utilized on the project(s).

* Request that ARDOT agree to match ARDOT and NWARPC TAP and STBGP-A federal funds similar to the
NWARPC STBGP-A federal funds that were placed on Hwy 265 (no local match was required from local

jurisdictions) to pay for costs that are determined to be beyond constructing a five-lane road with 5-foot
bike lanes to a four-lane raised median Blvd. with a 12-foot side path.
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NWA Regional Vision and Adopted Plan: Shared Use Path

Pedestrian Accommodation — Design and Cost:

Reqguest ARDOT Policy Update - Amend the ARDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian
Accommodation Policy to reflect updated recommended best practices, the latest
version of AASHTO, and construct and pay for the locally preferred bicycle and
pedestrian transportation facilities as part of ARDOT's Transportation projects. A
revised ARDOT accommodation policy should be flexible, context sensitive, and
responsive to changing standards.

Arkansas Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan {2017) — *...Specific strategies
which have been idenfified are listed with the entity most likely to affect a change.
AHTD: Reviewing and considering updating the Bicycle and Pedestrian
Accommodation Guidelines upon adoption of this plan™

Consideration of a revised ARDOT Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodation Policy — The
region understands that side paths vs bike lanes should be considered by ARDOT on
corridors that agree to adopt access management and implement ARDOT’s “Access
Control and Median Opening Criteria” with partial control criteria applied to each
project to limit and reduce the number of intersections and curb cuts that intersect
the side path.

Potential STBGP-A and TAP Federal Funding Options
(Remove the costs fo cifies)

Set-aside STBGP-A Funds for the Highway 112 Side path catalyst project in
the year the project is let

» Have ARDOT agree to match NWARPC federal funds
» Change NWARPC TAP project criteria fo give more points fo Highway 112

side path catalyst projects in the “competitive” selection process

Have each city apply annually for ARDOT TAP funds for Highway 112 side
path catalyst projects

DISCUSSION

>

Y VVYYVY A\

A\

An important fact is that 8 jurisdictions joined together as a region to accept and advocate
the Hwy 112 Regional Vision for access management and access control. It is agreed that
another 71B is not what the region wants.

Trying to reduce fatalities and serious injuries.

ARDOT will be conducting a discussion about this issue at the RPC/Policy Committee meeting
on January 27, 2021 — an invitation for the virtual meeting can be obtained from Celia Scott-
Silkwood.

It’s challenging for smaller cities to pay for the local share —want to discuss using STBGP-A
and TAP funding in order to get a consistent cross section along the corridor.

Design and construct with the side path up front, which is less costly than retrofitting.

Will probably have to change the TAP application criteria some.

Encourage all cities to apply for ARDOT TAP funding.

ARDOT acknowledged they received the letter, but has not made a formal comment on the
suggestions.

How can the discussion move forward — form a subcommittee; invite the Highway
Commissioner into the discussion?
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» Want ARDOT to proceed and design the project with a side path, even if the cost sharing is

uncertain at this time.

» NWARPC has implored ARDOT to revisit and update their policy.
> The cost of a side path is cheaper than on-street facilities; is ARDOT deducting the cost of the

pavement from the on-street facility and putting it toward a side path? Unknown at this
time.

» Want to hear from ARDOT that they have a timeline/commitment to changing the policy; it

would be good to hear this at the RPC/Policy Committee meeting next week.

5. PUBLIC COMMENT — Any public comment received via email will be provided to TAC members prior
to meeting, and will become part of the meeting record. Chair Patsy Christie read the following
comment into the record:

Comment received via email on January 14, 2021

First: Any movement or plans you could make toward a connected public transit system for all
of Northwest Arkansas including the airport would be much appreciated. The two main ways
this could be accomplished appear to be:

1. Bus Rapid Transit, probably along old US Highway 71 connecting several downtowns,
probably using a special bus lane and quick passenger entry and exit.

2. Commuter rail.

Second: Why can’t we get passenger rail from Little Rock through Alma and then up to NWA?
Our family would travel to Little Rock and Kansas City for vacations if we could get there by
train. | think many others feel the same way. If America were connected by trains, we would
vacation here instead of in Mexico and Europe as we usually do.

Tom Brown — Said that he has been attending TAC meetings as a representative of the Ozark Rail
and Bus Transit (ORBT) group. That group has been growing and is forming a 501(c)(3) non-
profit to be called the Ozark Rail and Bus Transit Society (ORBTS). The group will be reviewing
and commenting on the draft 2045 MTP. Celia Scott-Silkwood asked that anyone commenting
do so in writing via email or USPS.

6. ELECTION OF TAC CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR

Current officers: Patsy Christie, Chair, and Ben Rhoads, Vice Chair

Chair Patsy Christie asked if anyone wanted to nominate the current officers for another term
(Jan 2021 to Jan 2023) or to nominate any other people for Chair and/or Vice Chair.

She said that Ben Rhoads was unable to attend the meeting, but agreed to continue in the Vice
Chair position if re-elected.

Members agreed that they wanted to have Patsy and Ben continue in their current positions.

MOTION: Chris Brown made a motion to nominate and elect Patsy Christie as Chair and Ben Rhoads
as Vice Chair from January 2021 until January 2023. Sonny Hudson provided the second. Motion
passes unanimously.

7. OTHER BUSINESS

Tim Conklin said that there are some potential COVID relief funds coming to the region. He

would bring that information to the group when it is available.

STBGP-A AND TAP PROJECTS UPDATE

> Tim Conklin reminded the jurisdictions that they needed to ask ARDOT for reimbursement
as soon as possible.

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS (TSMO), INTELLIGENT

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (ITS) CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROCESS (CMP) UPDATE
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> Elizabeth Bowen said that Cambridge Systematics consultants have sent a modified scope of
work back to the subcommittee. The committee will meet on January 26, 2021 to hopefully
finalize the combined TSMO/ITS/CMP contract.
e FUTURE MEETING DATES:
» RPC/POLICY COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING AND DRAFT NWARPC 2045 MTP PUBLIC
HEARING/OPEN HOUSE — WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27,2021 @ 1:30 PM
» TAC VIRTUAL MEETING — THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2021, 2021, @ 10:30 AM

8. ADJOURN
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