NWARPC/POLICY COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2021, @ 1:30 PM; APPROVED MARCH 24, 2021

ENTITY | MEMBER | ATTENDING | PROXY
AVOCA ROBERT WHITEHORN
BELLA VISTA PETER CHRISTIE (VICE CHAIR)
BENTON COUNTY JUDGE BARRY MOEHRING X
JOSH BEAM X
JAY FRASIER/DEAN KLINGMON
BENTONVILLE MAYOR STEPHANIE ORMAN X
SHELLI KERR X
CAVE SPRINGS MAYOR RANDALL NOBLETT
CENTERTON MAYOR BILL EDWARDS X
ELKINS MAYOR BRUCE LEDFORD
ELM SPRINGS MAYOR HAROLD DOUTHIT
FARMINGTON ERNIE PENN X
MELISSA McCARVILLE X
FAYETTEVILLE LIONELD JORDAN
CHRIS BROWN X | PAUL LIBERTINI
GARFIELD MAYOR GARY L BLACKBURN X | ELIZABETH BOWEN
GATEWAY MAYOR ANDREW TILLMAN
GENTRY MAYOR KEVIN JOHNSTON
GOSHEN MAYOR MAX POYE X
ALBERT SKILES
GRAVETTE MAYOR KURT MADDOX
GREENLAND MAYOR BILL GROOM
HIGHFILL MAYOR MICHELLE RIEFF/ROB HOLLAND
JC BRENAMAN
JOHNSON MAYOR CHRIS KEENEY (CHAIR) X
LINCOLN MAYOR DOUG HUTCHENS
LITTLE FLOCK MAYOR TRACY ENGLEBRECHT
LOWELL MAYOR CHRIS MOORE
RICK STONE X
PEA RIDGE MAYOR JACKIE CRABTREE (TREASURER) X
PRAIRIE GROVE MAYOR SONNY HUDSON (SECRETARY) X
ROGERS LANCE JOBE X
JOHN McCURDY
BOB CRAFTON X
SILOAM SPRINGS PHILLIP PATTERSON X
SPRINGDALE DOUG SPROUSE X
PATSY CHRISTIE X
JIM ULMER X_| TIM CONKLIN
SPRINGTOWN TERRI GLENN
SULPHUR SPRINGS GREG BARBER
TONTITOWN PAUL COLVIN/ANTHONY APPLE
WASHINGTON CO. JUDGE JOSEPH WOOD
CARL GALES
NATHAN CROUCH
WEST FORK MAYOR HEITH CAUDLE
BEAVER H20 DISTRICT LANE CRIDER X
OZARK REG. TRANSIT JOEL GARDNER
RAZORBACK TRANSIT GARY K. SMITH X
ADAM WADDELL
UOFA MIKE JOHNSON X
SCOTT TURLEY X
REG. AIRPORT AUTH. AARON BURKES
MoDOT DAVE TAYLOR X | ZEKE HALL
BRITNI O’CONNOR
McDONALD COUNTY BILL LANT
PINEVILLE MAYOR GREG SWEETEN
ARDOT PLANNING STEVE FRISBEE X
ARDOT DISTRICTS CHAD ADAMS (DISTRICT 4) X
ARDOT TRANSIT GREG NATION (NON-VOTING)
HWY COMMISSION PHILLIP TALDO (NON-VOTING)
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NWARPC STAFF: Jeff Hawkins; Tim Conklin, AICP; Celia Scott-Silkwood, AICP, Cristina Scarlat,
Elizabeth Bowen

OTHERS: Amy Heflin (FHWA); Sunny Farmahan, Chris Dillaha and Travis Brooks (ARDOT); Ron Wood
(NWADG); Kelsey Kelton (AR Economic Development Commission); Chris Hoover (Sen. Cotton);
Aaron Boehmler (Burns & McDonnell); Hanna Henderson; Lucky McMahon

NOTE: THIS MEETING WAS HELD VIRTUALLY DUE TO CORONVIRUS PANDEMIC.

CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS

Chair Mayor Chris Keeney called the meeting to order and re-introduced the officers for 2021:
himself as Chair, Mayor Peter Christie as Vice Chair, Mayor Sonny Hudson as Secretary, and Mayor
Jackie Crabtree as Treasurer. He also explained that a poll would appear on attendees’ screens and
that would be the way voting would be held on the items that required a vote. Celia Scott-Silkwood
called the roll and members were counted. A quorum was reached.

APPROVE RPC/POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 2, 2020

MOTION

Chair Edwards asked for a motion to approve the December 2, 2020 RPC/Policy Committee Minutes.
Doug Sprouse made the motion to approve the Minutes as distributed. Jackie Crabtree provided the
second. Motion passes unanimously.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Jeff Hawkins, Executive Director, gave the following report:
e C(Clearinghouse Project Notification and Review January 26, 2021
» The Clearinghouse Review was distributed to the RPC/Policy Committee via email. Any
guestions can be directed to Jeff Hawkins or to the contact person at the bottom of the
project summaries.
» The Arkansas Highway Commission had bid lettings on January 13, 2021.
= The biggest project to be awarded was to reconstruct the Wedington/I-49 interchange
in Fayetteville for just over $37.6 million.
* Awarded $2.36 million to overlay Hwy 279 from Hwy 102 to the Missouri line.
= Approved a project awarded by Fayetteville to construct an extension of Sain Street,
east of the Hwy 71 flyover, near the NWA mall. NWARPC has provided about $5.74
million in STBGP-A federal funds for the project.
> ARDOT is also working on plans for a possible February 24, 2021 letting for various projects.
= A $300,000 City/State-Aid overlay projects in Goshen and in West Fork.
» A S$1.6 million overlay of Hwy 72, from Hwy 59 in Gravette, to the Hwy 549 (the Bella
Vista Bypass).
» The Environmental Assessment for the Access Road to XNA was approved last Thursday,
January 21, 2021. The next step is a location public hearing that should occur in February,
2021.
> Received notice from the FHWA that Highway Infrastructure Program supplemental funds
had been approved under the 2021 Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriation Act (CRRSAA). Arkansas will receive $128,383,820. Of that, $8,431,224 is
suballocated for Urbanized Areas (UZA) over 200,000 population and the remaining
$119,952,596 is for use in any area of the State. NWA UZA’s share is 53,244,773 (see Other
Business for additional discussion).



NWARPC/POLICY COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2021, @ 1:30 PM; APPROVED MARCH 24, 2021

» Received notice from FTA that FFY 2021 funds had been approved. The UZA’s amount for
Sec. 5307 for operating, capital, and planning assistance, is $2,697,096; $230,988 was
approved for Sec. 5310, which is for Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with
Disabilities; and $283,926 was approved for Sec. 5339 Bus and Bus Facilities. Asthe
Designated Recipient for FTA funds for the UZA, NWARPC determines how the funds are to
be split. That’s shown every year in what’s called the POP—the FTA Program of Projects.

When the first Covid-19 Stimulus bill was approved last March, NWARPC approved ORT
and Razorback Transit to split over $7.7 million—which was over and above the annual
fiscal year funding amounts.

Another Coronavirus bill was approved on December 27, 2020, but resulted in no
additional capital and operating funding. However, additional Sec. 5310 funds in the
amount of $38,531 were appropriated as the Enhanced Mobility of Seniors & Individuals
with Disabilities program. Currently, ARDOT administers Sec. 5310 funds for NWARPC,
however, staff is considering administering those funds in the future. This action will be
discussed further with ARDOT and the RPC/Policy Committee.

» Arkansas State Parks Outdoor Recreation Grants Program.

Two cities were awarded 50-50 Matching Grants for park improvements — Gravette is
receiving $51,823 and Tontitown will receive $112,213.

Under the Fun Park Grant category, a joint application by Huntsville & Madison Co. was
approved for $75,000.

» Census 2020

Because of delays associated with Covid-19, the State totals were not released on
December 31, 2020 as originally planned. That information will determine the
apportionment of House seats for each State. A possible release date of March 6, 2021
has been mentioned.

City and county information will come out in what’s called the PL 94-171 data. It comes
out in two parts—the geographic support data and the demographic data. Arkansas’
geographic map data was released January 21, 2021, but the demographic data
(population numbers) might not be out until April, 2021, and even that is uncertain.

For the 2010 Census, NWARPC received the numbers on February 10, 2011.

The Census Bureau is correcting anomalies and errors discovered during data
processing—particularly regarding where college students were counted. How that
affects Fayetteville’s numbers remains to be seen.

A list was sent to the RPC/Policy Committee via email showing population information
by jurisdiction in the 2-county area. It shows Pre-Decennial Census Estimates and the
Actual Census numbers. Staff thought the two middle columns might be of particular
interest — the Census Bureau’s last official population estimate before the 2010 Census,
and the 2010 actual numbers that came in. The Committee will note that several of the
estimates were off considerably. It’ll be interesting to see how close the last column—
the official 2019 estimates—are to the actual 2020 Census numbers.

Another item of interest is that a Notice and Request for Comment was published last
week in the Federal Register for changing how Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA) are
delineated. It would increase the population threshold from 50,000 to 100,000
population. That could affect 4 current UZA’s in Arkansas, but not NWA. The next MSA
delineations are scheduled for 2023.
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Jurisdictional Population Distribution
Actual vs, Pre-Decennial Census Estimates

2000 T2009* 2010 12019*
Avoca 423 465 488 517
Bella Vista 15,632 25480 26,526 28,872
Bentonville 19,730 36,857 35,30 54.90%
Bethel Heights 714 1,598 2372 MM
Cave Springs 1,103 1,797 1,931 5,276
Centerton 2,146 E637 9,515 16,244
Decatsr 1,314 2,064 1,66% 1,790
Elkins 1,251 2,512 1,648 3487
Elm Springs 1,044 1,309 1,853 2472
Benton Co. Pt (13) (19) (137T) (179
Washsngton Co. Pt (1.031) (1,290} (1.758) (2.203)
Farmington 3,605 4,681 5974 7,400
Fayetteville 5B.047 7,143 73,580 87,590
Garfield 450 485 02 578
Gateway 494 545 405 477
Geentry 2438 3,129 3,425 4,023
Goshen 752 1,149 1071 1,941
Gravetts 1,892 2660 3113 3,516
Greenland a7 1,237 1,284 1,403
Haghfill 654 B4B 583 635
Johnson 2319 3318 3,354 ez
Lincoln 1,804 2,083 1,249 2481
Lattle Flock 2,585 3,251 2,583 2,786
Lowell 5382 TAl 1327 0544
Pea Radge 2,346 4,778 4,794 6,211
Praine Grove 2,540 3909 4426 6,740
Rogers 39,506 50017 55,964 68,669
Siloam Springs 10,843 14,872 15,039 17,101
Springdale 45,798 GE,490 70,747 E1,125
Benton Co, Pt (2.001) (4,864) (4,552) (7323
Washington Co. Pr.  (43,787) (63,626) (64,195) (73,802)
Spnagtown 114 127 87 a7
Sulphur Springs 671 119 3} 529
Tentitewn 2,030 2,057 2,460 4,358
West Fork 2,042 1,337 2,317 2,655
Winslow ige 395 91 24
Benton County 153,406 225,504 221,339 279,141
Unincorporated 42817 45871 42483 47,004
Washangton County 157,715 200,181 203,063 239,187
Unincorporated 37.2m ERRED ] 37,350 40,871

*Final Official Census Bureau Estimates Prior to the 2010 Census and the 2020 Census
» Winslow has joined the NWARPC.
» NWARPC representatives retiring:
= Garner Stoll — Fayetteville
= Mike Johnson — University of Arkansas
» NWARPC staff retiring — Celia Scott-Silkwood will be retiring on the last day in June, 2021.
An advertisement for a senior planner will go out soon.

4. FINAL PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE FOR THE DRAFT NWARPC 2045 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION
PLAN (MTP)
Tim Conklin said that at the January 21, 2021 TAC meeting staff presented a summary of the draft
MTP chapters and other information on the MTP web landing page. This presentation is intended as
an overview for the Final Public Open House for the Draft MTP. Ordinarily, NWARPC would hold an
in-person open house, but due to Covid-19 NWARPC meetings and events are being held online.
The public is encouraged to comment, via written correspondence, concerning the information
presented at this open house.
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e The draft MTP chapters, as well as other information, is available on the NWARPC web site at:
https://www.nwarpc.org/transportation/metropolitan-transportation-plan/
e Major Themes/Assumptions
Significant projected population increase
Significant projected employment increase
Significant projected traffic increase — as shown by the NWA Travel Demand Model
Growing “up” versus “out” —increased density — shown in local Future Land Use Plans
Complete Streets and Complete Networks are desired — NWA Regional Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan, Connect NWA-TDP, Targeted Bicycle Network, City bond projects
Implementation of FHWA Proven Safety Counter Measures — use of Access Management
and Roundabouts
» Land Use and Transportation connection — Housing plus Transportation — walkable,
bikeable, and transit ready — allowing Mode choice
e The MTP covers the Metropolitan Planning Area and all Federal-aid transportation projects are
programmed in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
e Draft Chapters

YV VVYVVY

Y

Your input is key to planning a regional transportation systems that meets
your needs and wants. Send us your thoughts, concemns, and questions


https://www.nwarpc.org/transportation/metropolitan-transportation-plan/
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

OVERVIEW OF TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATION

CHAPTER2.VISION, GOALS AND MTP FRAMEWORK

2045 MTP VISION

CHAPTER 3. POPULATION, HOUSING AND
LANDUSE

OVERVIEW OF EXISTING SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS
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CHAPTER 7. TRAVEL PATTERNS AND TRAVEL
FORECASTING

TRAVEL PATTERNS

e @ et e
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CHAPTER 8. FACILITY DESIGN, MANAGEMENT AND
OPERATIONS, AND SYSTEM PERFORMANCE

TRANSPORTATION DESIGN

CHAPTER 10. BICYCLEAND PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES
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CHAPTER 9. TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS AND
FUNDING

INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 12. MULTIMODAL FREIGHT
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e Significant Population Increase

2020 2045
Population | Population | 2020to 2045

Estimate Projection

B County Population Control Totals from AEDI:
[Boia vista 23088 1,544 5.0 2 St
113 el 55087 o7y
Gave Springs 14 58 5755 135 jﬁ
| Goon terton. 12| 21,173
|Decatur 2681 E FET 1
|miins 7421 3,535 106.7%]
B Sowings 5355 2219 ﬁﬁ . . .
rarmin FEET 7553 County Population Projection Summary
150,977 ELET4 [=-B)
i — _l = Benfon County Total Washingion Gounty Tofol  ses=Total
Gateway a7} e 103 7
|Sentry ERER 53| 1% 1,200,000
G0 shen 35585 1453 711
Eravette: 2231 4.757] E
Greeniand ;j 4105 =01 5 1,000,000
- 3773 2527 &
3ot resan 5354 7 455 &1 F .
Linccin +.007 1,458 E 800,000
Lt Rocc U:ﬂ' 4763 151 )
Lowetl 24,648 18515 15025 a: £00,000
Pea idge 13,734 .80 107 El
[Prairic Grove 10,568 2,5505] 5L L;
Fogers u;E' ;4% 774 23 ADD, D00
B 34 T 7,441 a7 73] 1¥
154,353 3,153 =1 2% 24
211} ”fl T EXT 200,000
Sulphur Springs 247} 316} ;ﬁ T
15 545) 10,504 2345%] 5 s
Winsaw S'_B;L 4:;; ];;1 iﬁ 2005 Mo 2035 2020 2025 2030 as 2040 045
Data Sources: Arkansas Economic Development Institute [AEDI], 2018 — County Total Populafion
Assumptions: (1] 2020 Population Esfimates — 2010 Census Population to July 1. 2019 Population Estimate —
Calewiated Annual Average Growth Rate and Applied to 2017 July 17 Estimare (2) Ratic of population inside
cifies and gutside of cifies in uninconporated areas held close to same ratios in future years.
Metropolitan Transportation Plan

0000 =i

e lLand Use and Transportation Plans — Based on city land use and transportation plans (with bond
projects), significant increases in residential and employment densities will occur in:

Urban Centers

71B Corridor

Downtown Centers

Regional Centers

Commerce Corridor

Infill Zones

Employment Centers

e Increased Density/Households and Employment — 10-mile-wide corridor (5 miles each side of 1-49)

VVVVYYYVY
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e Complete Streets/Safety Counter Measures

Metropolitan Transportation Plan
< D AR 3 NWARPC ,

il &5 iy ”O

e The FFY 2021-2024 TIP projects are part of the MTP

&
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e Loy L8 e, @

D¢ 12{@®. Sprisglown

WASHINGTON |62
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—— 7 MADISON

e 7
interstate 17

Preservation ..

MoDOT Projects include various:

Asset Management

Interstate Pavement
Major Routes Pavement
Minor Routes Pavement
Bridges

ADA

ITS/Mobility

System Improvement and Safety

= Safety Projects
= US. 71 Intersection improvemenis between 1-49 and Bear Hollow Road

LPA and other Modes

8th Sireet bridge over Dog Hollow, Pineville
City of Pineville TAP projects.

Razorback Greenway Extension Phase |
Razorback Greenway Extension Phase |l
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The draft 2045 Fiscally Constrained Project List process:

1. Start With Adopted 2040 MIP Selected Projecis

= Significant work went into past long range transportation plans to identify and
program future projects and many of these projects remain regional priorities and
are carmied forward.

. Adjust Project Estimates for Inflation and Remove Completed Projects

In developing the 2045 MTP Constrained List, NWARPC adjusted projects for
inflation and removed projects that are already completed.

. Demonsirate “Fiscal Consiraint” - Financially Consirained Projecis

The project listing provides a planning estimate of how much Federal and
State/local match may be available, identified roadway improvement costs, and
the time period in which the project may be constructed/completed —year of

expenditure of funds.

Looking Back — 2040 MTP had 2016-2020 Projects:
17 projects completed
7 projects remained — programmed into the new FFY 2021-2024 TIP
FFY 2021-2024 TIP becomes the first 4 years of constrained projects in the 2045 MTP

In the table below, all remaining projects are highlighted in orange, and are listed in the FFY
2021-2024 TIP

YV VY
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e 2045 Projects and ARDOT Connecting Arkansas Program Il (CAP-2):
» Complete US 412 Bypass from Hwy 265 to Sonora — funded in years 2040 to 2045 (assuming
additional CAP/Federal funding 2040-2045)
» Complete Hwy 112 improvements
» Complete the XNA Connector
o Draft 2045 Constrained Project List (Arkansas)
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=1 Benton Wi oen 2=lane Diviced = Wimipy Jones \East Hwy 37 4.5 325,100,000 HE2 Fed State
Hwy 15 ‘Wazhingion Wicen 1o 4 Lanes Micdle Fork -WhEast Hwry 74 Elcs $21,000,000 HES Fed State
L5 411 By pass |61} Benton Nesw Freoway (4 Lanes) 45 East 412 East (Somara| BT 252,200,000 a0 CAPI
ﬂ BL‘I‘::-H Wigen 1o & lanes H._w [ Pearth (LIS 71 Morth Wall 2k E EIII.I E Fed State
AR 58 Benton Wigen -5 Lanes 3rd St/izentry _ |Narth ¥ City Rd 23 2, BOO, OO0 1 Fed State
AR 58 Benton Wicen 2-5 Lanes Y Oy Rd Marth  [Hwy 102/Decatu| 24 527,000, 00 a3 Fed State
AR 58 Benton Wigen -5 Lanes 102/ Decatur Pearth Bethilehem Rd 211 23, 70,000 a3 Fed State
AR 58 Benton Wigen -5 Lanes e Ad/EldreqMarth  |ART2 A6 535,000,000 s Fed State
&E! H_Er'h:-'l Wicend-5 Lanes Bethlehem Rd h_-::rﬂ' H-:h::'t‘- Ad/Eldire ]E_ 513 (L0 1]44 Fed State
AR T2 Benton Wicen 4 Lanes Dividec T1B Wiest 028 an c (L01] L Fed State
Total_[$1491.500,000
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e Draft 2045 Constrained Project List (Missouri)

Asset Management Summary
Amounts in current year dollars

Year Interstates Majors Minors Bridges ADA ITSfﬂhbilir;: Total
2022 5 - 5 - 5 775,000 | 5 - |5 & 210,000 | § 985,000
2023 H 5 332040 | 5 93,840 | 5 - |3 S 20000 | $ 3,666,780
2024 5 - 5 - 5 - 5 457697 [ 5 200,000 | 5 210,000 | & 867,697
2025 S 2416280 [ S - 5 - 15 536,875 | 5 5 210,000 [ 3,163,255
2026 5 - |5 - |5 - |5 694,200 | 5 5 210,000 | 5 904,200
2027 5 5 5 = |5 - |5 5 210,000 | $ 210,000
2028 5 - |5 - |5 - |S 1455007 | 5 ] 210,000 | 5 1,665,007
2029 S 2157300 | S 3,755,000 | 5 - |5 M3 | 5 5 210,000 | 5 6,465,539
2030 5 - |& - |5 - |5 - |5 5 210,000 | & 210,000
2031 5 5 . 5 - 5 712416 [ 5 5 210,000 | 5 922,416
Total| 5 4573680 |5 71179405 B6EB40 |5 4199434 |5 2000005 2100000)5 19055854

10-Yeor Average | 5 457,368 | 5 711,794 | 5 85,834 | 5 419943 | 5 200005 210000 | 5 1,905,989

. Estimate is for entire Southwest Rural Distriea

System Improvement Projects
Year Description Total

| 2023|US 71 Intersection Improvements from 148 to Arkansas’ |$ 1,035,000 |

"Fum:ling availability depends on outcome of STIP programming process.

» As many projects as possible were funded. Because not all projects could be funded, the
MTP includes an Unconstrained Project List.
e Draft 2045 Unconstrained Project List

State Highway County Project From Dir. To Miles Unconstrained
City - Prairie

Hwy 62 Washington Widen to 5 Lanes Grove East West City - Linooln 9.73] 5§ 95,000,000 |Unconstrained

Hwy 12 Benton 'Widen to 5 Lanes Regional Dr.  |West Hwy 264 4.84| 5 50,000,000 |Unconstrained
Safety and Capacity Double Springs Weddington

Hwy 16 Washington IMprovemeants R, West Woods 2.87| § 30,000,000 |Unconstrained

Benton and

1-43 Washington Widen to 8 lanes US 62/MLE MNorth  |Hwy 72 25.83| 5 176,000,000 (Unconstrained
Replace/Expand Little Sugar

MO Hwy 30 MeDanald e Lane Bridge Creek £ 2,000,000 (Unconstrained

e If any project on the Unconstrained List came up for funding, the MTP would have to be
amended to show it on the Constrained List.

e Programmed money for improving N/S and E/W roads, instead of for widening 1-49 to 8 lanes, in
an effort to relieve pressure on I-49 by encouraging travel on these upgraded roads.

e Since the last MTP update, the Razorback Greenway has been shown to extend to the state line,

and Pineville ha

WA

s adopted

Regional Bic

dP

- Plan
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a trail plan that shows the extension of the Greenway up to the city.
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Chair Chris Keeney asked if there was any public comment on the Draft MTP. No public comment
was offered.

MOTION: Chair Chris Keeney asked for a motion to approve the Draft NWARPC 2045 MTP to go to a
30-day Public comment Period. Sonny Hudson made the motion and Doug Sprouse provided the
second. Motion passes unanimously.

ARDOT HIGHWAY 112 SIDE PATH COST DISCUSSION

Tim Conklin said that ARDOT recently held two public hearings on the design for Hwy 112
improvements. He said that the Department received many comments from citizens and the
affected cities along the corridor. He said that the discussion today revolves around the current
ARDOT Bicycle Facility Accommodation Policy and how that affects the improvements to Hwy 112 as
recommended by the NWA Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan and the Hwy 112 Regional
Vision (adopted by the RPC/Policy Committee by Resolution #2019-02). The Bike/Ped Plan was
recently amended to show a side path on Hwy 112, and to classify the side path as a catalyst project.
e Current ARDOT Policy

1. Accommodation of bicycles will be given due consideration when a proposed
highway project is on a route that has been designated as a bicycle route by a
locally adopted bicycle plan or master street plan and the Department concurs
that the route should be a designated bicycle route. Coordination with local
jurisdictions may be necessary to determine the recommended accommodations.

2 Bicycle accommodations on routes that have not been designated as bicycle
routes by a locally adopted bicycle plan or a master street plan will be considered
if the local jurisdiction will provide the required additional funds.

3. When bicycle accommodations are to be made on routes with an open shouider
section, the paved shoulder will be used to accommodate bicycles. Shoulder
widt T tion of

tate Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Green Book.

B When bicycle accommodations are to be made on routes with a curb and gutter
section, the bicycle lane will be in accordance with recommendations in the
AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities. Generally, a bicycle
lane width of 4 feet (measured from the lane edge to the edge of the gutter) will
be considered.

5. if loca G S greater than
the standards noted above, the additional nght-of-way and construction costs
associated with the greater width shall be funded by the local jurisdiction that
adopted #

6. Shared use paths (joint pedestriarvbicycle facilities separated from the roadway)
are used primarily for recreational purposes, and as such will not normally be
considered for bicycle accommodation on the state highway system. Exceptions
will be considered when the local jurisdiction specifically requests the shared use
path. In such cases, the minimum shared use path width shall be 10 feet and the
local jurisdiction shall bear any additional right-of-way and construction costs
required for the shared use path and shall assume ail future maintenance of the
facility

> Numbers 4 and 6 are important to today’s discussion.

= H#4 —references a bicycle lane, with a width of 4’. This is not an ideal facility, since many
people will not ride a bike in a lane with vehicles moving 50-60 mph only several feet
away.

= #6 —says that shared use paths will not normally be constructed; if a local jurisdiction
wants one, it will be the jurisdiction’s responsibility to bear any additional R/W and
construction cost.

e Tim introduced Travis Brooks, Staff Transportation Planning Engineer — Multimodal Planning.
13
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Travis Brooks shared a slide and gave commentary:

» There are five jobs in NWA — for a distance of 16 % miles.

» The table shows construction cost for side paths (paths) under the current ARDOT policy and
the jurisdictions that would be responsible for extra design feature construction costs.

» The alignment is not yet finalized for the Hwy 112 corridor.
= Oneissue is that the current road IS the boundary between two jurisdictions.

= This causes a challenge in coming up with a good cost estimate.

Highway 112 Shared-Use Path
Approximate Lengths and Construction-Only Cost Estimates by Job

Job Approximate Length Construction-Only R~
Termini (mi) Cost Estimate Jurisdictions
Fayetioville
040752 Johnson
Howard Nickell Rd. - Greathouse Springs Rd. 137 $ 740,000 Tonfitown
Washington Co.
040758 Springdale
Greathouse Springs Rd. - Hwy. 412 2% ¥ 670,000 Tontitown
Elm Springs
012305 .
. 393 § 1,210,000 Springdale
Hwy. 412 - I |
wy. 412 - Springdale Bypass Ton
090513 Cawve Springs
Springdale Bypass - W. Wallis Rd 388 § 1,340,000 Springdale
Benton Co.
090514 Bentonville
W. Wallis Rd. - Hwy. 12 - § e Cave Springs
Rogers
TOTAL 16.47 $ 5,540,000

Notes:

1. Construction-only cost estimates represent differenbal construction costs from typical 3' berm and 5" sidewalk versus &' berm and 10' shared-used
path. Additional berm or shared-use path wadth (e.g. , 6' berm and 12' path), barner walls, or other added design features would increase construction
costs. Refined construction cost estimates pending final alignment, design development, efc.

2. Cost estimales include a planning-level construction cost of $225,000 per mile for addiional path width, plus a separate planning-level cost estimate for
additional bridge width. Additional costs would be incurred for other phases, such as nght-of-way acquistion and utlity relocation.
3. Lengths based on original job limits. Job limits may change or overlap as jobs develop.

e NWARPC is advocating for side paths because a large percentage of the population is interested

in biking, but not on a road with high speeds.
BICYCLIST DESIGN USER PROFILES

Interested Somewhat Highly
but Concerned Confident Confident

f the total f the total f the total
51 %'56?‘3 :o:cp-_-!&!inn 5'90/0 goplﬁalolo?'l 4'70/0 ;C;o:::nuelat?o—r’\
Often not comfortable with bike lanes, may bike on Generally prefer more Comfortable riding with
sidewalks even if bike lanes are provided:; prefer separated facilities, but are traffic; will use roads
off-street or separated bicycle facilities or quiet or comfortable riding in without bike lanes.
traffic-calmed residential roads. May not bike at all if bicycle lanes or on paved
bicycle facilities do not meet needs for perceived shoulders if need be.

comfort.

LOW STRESS
TOLERANCE

Dill, D. and N. McNeil. Revisiting the Four Types of Cyclists. In Transportation Research Record 2587. TRB. National TRB.
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e A letter was sent to ARDOT on January 11, 2021. It outlined what NWARPC and the cities that

Hwy 112 passes through would like the Department to consider:

NWA Regional Vision and Adopted Plan: Shared Use Path

NWARPC Letter fo ARDOT

Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodation — Design and Cost:

Construct a 12-foot sidewalk/side path with a 6-foot greenspace, where feasible. The proposed Hwy
112 side path is shown in the adopted NWA Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan and is also listed as a
catalyst project (Resolution #2020-11). It is understood that constrained locations will require less
greenspace and/or trail width. Continue the 12-foot Sidewalk/Side Path through the bridges and
overpasses.

AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities {2012) recommends a greater greenspace
separation than 5 feet “...When a side path is placed along a high-speed highway, a separation greater
than 5 ft (1.5 m) is desirable for path user comfort..." (See page 5-11)

Calculate the cost difference of constructing a five-lane roadway with paved center-turn lane and two
5-foot bike lanes (four-foot asphalt + 1-foot gutter pan) on each side of the road to the region’s
preferred alternative of constructing a four-lane boulevard, with a 15-foot raised median and a 12-foot
sidewalk/trail with a six-foot greenspace, where feasible.

NWA Regional Vision and Adopted Plan: Shared Use Path

Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodation — Design and Cost:

Design the project(s) to meet Federal-aid requirements to allow ARDOT and NWARPC TAP and STBGP-A
federal funds to be added/utilized on the project(s).

Request that ARDOT agree to match ARDOT and NWARPC TAP and STBGP-A federal funds similar to the
NWARPC STBGP-A federal funds that were placed on Hwy 265 (no local match was required from local

jurisdictions) to pay for costs that are determined to be beyond constructing a five-lane road with 5-foot
bike lanes to a four-lane raised median Blvd. with a 12-foot side path.

NWA Regional Vision and Adopted Plan: Shared Use Path

Pedestrian Accommodation — Design and Cost:

Request ARDOT Policy Update - Amend the ARDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian
Accommodation Policy to reflect updated recommended best practices, the latest
version of AASHTO, and construct and pay for the locally preferred bicycle and
pedestrian transportation facilities as part of ARDOT's Transportation projects. A
revised ARDOT accommodation policy should be flexible, context sensitive, and
responsive to changing standards.

Arkansas Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan {2017) — *...Specific strategies
which have been idenfified are listed with the entity most likely to affect a change.
AHTD: Reviewing and considering updating the Bicycle and Pedesirian
Accommodation Guidelines upon adoption of this plan”

Consideration of a revised ARDOT Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodation Policy — The
region understands that side paths vs bike lanes should be considered by ARDOT on
corridors that agree to adopt access management and implement ARDOT'’s “Access
Control and Median Opening Criteria” with partial control criteria applied to each
project to limit and reduce the number of intersections and curb cuts that intersect
the side path.
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Potential SIBGP-A and TAP Federal Funding Options
(Remove the costs fo cities)

Set-aside STBGP-A Funds for the Highway 112 Side path catalyst project in
the year the project is let

» Have ARDOT agree to match NWARPC federal funds

» Change NWARPC TAP project criteria fo give more points fo Highway 112
side path catalyst projects in the “competitive” selection process

Have each city apply annually for ARDOT TAP funds for Highway 112 side
path catalyst projects

e DISCUSSION:

> Are there any active plans to update the policy at this time? Travis Brooks said that he did
not know the status of any update at this time.

» ARDOT senior officials acknowledged they received the letter sent by NWARPC, but has not
made a formal comment on the suggestions.

> Has there been an effort on ARDOT’s part to calculate the cost difference of construction a
5-lane roadway with paved center-turn lane and two 5-foot bike lanes on each side of the
road, to the region’s preferred alternative of constructing a four-lane boulevard, with a 15-
foot raised median and a 12-foot sidewalk/trail (path) with a six-foot greenspace, where
feasible? Travis Brooks said that there are no numbers available to his knowledge at this
time.

» NWARPC will be coming back to the individual cities along the corridor to sign an access
management tri-party agreement with NWAPRC, ARDOT, and the city.

> Animportant fact is that 8 jurisdictions joined together as a region to accept and advocate
the Hwy 112 Regional Vision for access management and access control.

» If the region decides to use STBGP-A and/or TAP funding on some of the improvements in
the corridor, it needs assurance from ARDOT that the policy will be changed, and that it
reflects the vision and commitment to access management and safe facilities for bicyclists
and pedestrians.

6. AMENDMENT TO THE HERITAGE TRAIL PLAN — RESOLUTION #2021-01
o A MOTION WAS MADE AND PASSED AT THE TAC DECEMBER 17, 2020 TO RECOMMEND
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT
e Elizabeth Bowen explained:
» An amendment to the Heritage Trail Plan was necessary to:
=  Bring the Plan up to Version V, approved in 2021

= Added wording in the Bicycle and Pedestrian Facility Cross Sections chapter:

Under Bicycle and Pedestrian Facility Cross Sections: Added wording” The most efficient
time to add bicycle and pedestrian facilities is when additional major road improvements
are being made. According to the 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan: "All jurisdictions
making major improvements to roads shown in the NWA Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian
Master Plan should make every effort to include bicycle and pedesirian facilities.” and
"When major road improvements are made to Hentage Trail routes where the Northwest

Arkansas Bicycle/ Pedesinan Master Plan calls for a paved side path, and where other
major road improvements have the potential to connect fo the region’s existing and
future paved multi-use trail network, the preferred cross section from the Hentage Trail Plan
would be a 10 to 12-foot multiuse side path along one side of the route with a six-foot
sidewalk on the other side."
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Removed points of interest that were closed or on bicycle loops on the old plan
Modified the Map to remove trails outside of the MPO area and make trail changes
correcting mapping errors and incorporation of historical information discovered since
the last map update and add on-line map link.
MOTION: Chair Chris Keeney asked for a motion to approve Resolution #2021-01 to amend the
Heritage Trail Plan and amending the NWA Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan. Patsy
Christie made the motion, and Sonny Hudson provided the second. Motion passes unanimously.

7. PUBLIC COMMENT
Chair Chris Keeney asked if there was any public comment. None was offered.

8. OTHER BUSINESS
e STBGP-A AND TAP PROJECTS UPDATE

> ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR THE REGION FOR FFY 2021 — Tim Conklin reported:

On December 27, 2020, the President signed into law the Coronavirus Response and
Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021 (CRRSA Act).
The following table shows what Arkansas will receive as a total, and how much the UZA
of Little Rock, West Memphis, and NWA will receive as a total:

Urbanized Areas
Any With a Population
State Area Over 200,000 Total
Alabama 171,518,228 16.585.539 188.103.767
Alaska 113.107.702 11.294.342 124.402.044
Arizona 150.237.181 31.347.697 181.584.878
Arkansas 119.952.596 8.431.224 128.383.820
California 728.850.247 182.972.971 011.823.218
= The following table shows what Little Rock, Memphis and NWA will each receive:
HIGHWAY INFRASTRUCTURE
STATE URBANIZED ARE A PROGRAM SUBALLOCATION
Alabama
Birmingham 7,338,958
Colmns 399,889
Hurtsle 2,807251
Mobile 3,193,942
Montzpmery 2,384.143
Pensacola 61.356
Total 16,583,539
Alaska
Anchorage 11,294,342
Total 11,294 342
Arizona
Phoenii--Mesa 235,437,635
Turcson 5,910,042
Total 31,347,697
Arkansas
F ayetteville S prinadale- Rozers 3.244.773
Litfle Rock 4,743,634
Memphis 442 817
Total 8,431,224
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NWA will receive $3, 244,773 from the Arkansas side, and $19 from the Missouri side.

The RPC/Policy Committee, at its July 22, 2020 meeting voted on the following motion:

To approve the Recommended Funding Allocation Table and, in the event that NWARPC
receives additional funding for FFY 2021, through a stimulus package or other funding, the
under-funded and non-funded projects shown in the Recommended Funding Allocation
Table will be eligible to receive potential stimulus funding split proportional to each

project. These projects will become, in effect, the “fallback” projects. Doug Sprouse
made the motion, and Phillip Patterson provided the second. Motion passes
unanimously.

This motion was used to allocate the CRRSAA funding.
The following table shows the Recommended Funding Allocation (mentioned in the
motion) and the projects that were funded, underfunded, or not funded:

BxistngProjects= || Federal Fiscal Year 2021- STBGP-A & TAP Project Applications

Year | County lob No. lurisdiction Project Phase [TAP-FEDERAL |STBGP-A-FEDERAL RECOMMENDATION
2021|Benton 090436 |Bella Vista Me roy Way Bridge and Road Imps - Razorback Greenway Ext. [Construction + All Phases s 2509710 [ 5 2,509,710
2021|Benton 090524 [Benton County 'Wagon Wheel Rd Bridge Re place ment - Spring Creek Construction £l 1,500,000 | 5 1,200,000
2021|Benton CAD903|Bentonville Razorback Greenway Re location - 1-49 CADSDS Construction $ 250,000 5 250,000
2021|Benton 090wix |Bentonville-Cente rton|Greenhouse Road Improve ments - Hwy 12to Huwy 102 Design and Environmental s 1,120,000 | 5 850,000
2021|Washington [040683 |Farmington Hwy 170 (Hwy. 62 to Clyde Cames Road) Construction + All Phazes k] 1,930,000 | 5 1,930,000
2021|Washington [040746 |Fayetteville Highway 112 Side pah Trail Construction 5 470,000
2021| Washington [040688 |Fayetteville Sain Street Ext. (N. Front 5t. to Vantage Blvd.) Construction + All Phases k] 2,500,000 | 5 2,500,000
2021|Benton 09000 [Lowell Hwy 264/Bellview Road Intersection Imps. Roundabout ROW-LKilities-Const -CENG 5 750,000 | 5 750,000
2021|Benton 090xxx |Siloam Springs Lake Francis Dr./Washington St. Sidewalks Construction 5 272,000 5 125, 000
2021|Washington |040xxx |Springdale 'Watkins Ave. Bike-Ped Bridge over I-49 Construction 5 500,000 5 125, 000
2021|Washington [040680 |Springdaleflohnson  |Gene George Bivd. Phase 11 ROW and Utilities s 3,200,000 | § 1,036,970
2021|Washington [040717 |Springdale Don Tyson Parkway Ext. (5. 56th 5t to Hwy 113) ROW and Utilities s 2,500,000
2021|Washington | 090w |Tontitown Us 412 and Klenc Rd Signalization Al Phases s 360,000 | 5 360,000
2021|Washington | 040w (U of A Razorback Road -ADSB to Hotz -Widening Construction + All Phases 5 680,000

$ 1,492,000 | § 17,049,710 | § 11,636,680

The following table explains the FFY 2021 STBGP-A and TAP funding requests and how
the CRRSAA funding was proportionally awarded to projects that were underfunded and
non-funded. (Staff confirmed that TAP projects were also eligible for funding.)

Coronavirus Response and Relief Supple mental Appropriations Adt, 2021 (CRRSAA 2021 $ 3,244,773 |CRRSAA 2021 § 3B
. s . FY 2021STBGP-A| July 22, 2020 Projeds % of Tota Total CCRRSAA
NWARPC FY 2021 STBGP-A+HIP Projects + NWARPC FY 2021 TAP Projects - Underfunded and Unfund ed Using CRRSAA HIP .

rojecs* el nderiunded and Snunded Hsing +Highway Amount | Underfunded | Underfunded |HIP Award Based
Note: In the past, the NWARPC Policy Committee has combined STBGP-A Funding with HIP Funding for project sefection of ::fragm C:'Ilf N\:wada; blv orUnfunded | and Unfunded | an Jup\zflz 20

complete street STBGP-A projects. Projects generally indude a 8to 12 foot shared use paved trai on one side of the the road rugra'l:st F‘{) o ,ﬂu o o I,C;

(Mercy Way Eridge and Fazorback Greenway Ext (Bella Vista) Rupple Foad (Fayettevile), Gene George Project Bvd (Springdale), | TCOUests* mmitee mmiitee
.. . A TAP Motion
Dixieland Road (Lowell}, Hawy 170 {Farmington}
Requests
Greenhouse Road Improvements- Hwy 12 to

2021|Benton (0900rx | Bentonville-Cernterton|Hwy 102 DesignandErwvironmental [ § 1120000 [ § 850,000 | § 270,000 40877%% | § 132,640
2021|Washington |020680 | Springdale/lohnson  [Gene George Bivd. Phase I ROW and Lrilities $ 32000005 1,03%.970 | § 2163080 3L7482%%| 5 1,062,605
2021|Washington |040717 | Springdale Don Tyson Parkway Ext. (5. 56th St. to Hwy. 112) |ROW and Utilities § 25000003 -8 2,500,000 37.84998% (5 1238145
2021|Washington (040ox |Uof A Razorback Road -ADSE to Hotz -Widening Construction + AllPhases | § 680,000 | § -8 680,000 10.20518%| $ 334,065
2021|Washington 040746 | Fayetteville Highway 112 Side path Trail (TAP) (Construction § 470,000 | § -8 470,000 T1157%4 | § 230,891
2021|Berton 090w | Siloam Springs Lake Francis Dr /Washington St. Sidewalks (TAP) |Construction $ 212,000 | § 125,000 | § 147,000 2225:8% |5 12,215
2021|Washington |04hoor | Springdale Watkins Ave. Bike-Ped Bridge over F49 (TAP)  |Construction 5 500,000 | § 125,000 | § 375,000 S.6774%% |5 184,222
Total| § 742,000 | § 2,136,970 | § 6,605,030 100.000008: | $ 3,244,773
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o REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS (TSMO PLAN) AND
THE INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (ITS) ARCHITECTURE AND THE CONGESTION
MANAGEMENT PROCESS (CMP)

» Elizabeth Bowen said:
= NWARPC is partnering with ARDOT and Cambridge Systematics (ARDOT’s consultant) on
a TSMO/ITS contract and may use ARDOT On-Call consulting services for the CMP.
= A committee met on January 26, 2021 to review TSMO/ITS Draft Il Scope of Work and
the CMP Draft Il.
= ARDOT will be finalizing the Master Agreement, revising the TSMO/ITS Scope of Work,
finalizing the Fee estimate for the TSMO/ITS and the CMP.

e FUTURE MEETING DATES:

» TAC VIRTUAL MEETING — THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2021 @ 10:30 AM

» RPC/POLICY COMMITTEE — WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2021 @ 1:30 PM

» NOTE: These meetings were cancelled in early February. The next meeting will be in March
2021.

9. ADJOURN
With no other business, Chair Chris Keeney adjourned the meeting.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 24 DAY OF MARCH, 2021: (Note: Signed electronically due to COVID
health emergency.)

MAYOR RISfEENEY, CHAIR, OR
MAYQR PETER CHRISTIE, VICE CHAIR

ATTEST
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LAY _n- ]
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