
Sustainable Mobility Guidelines for NW Arkansas 

Note: This is a working document developed by a Northwest Arkansas Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Sub-

Committee.  Its purpose is to add input into the Northwest Arkansas Long Range Plan update process. 

1. Is developed through inclusive and transparent public planning processes 

a. NWARPC planning processes are open and well-publicized 

b. Input on sustainable mobility practices should be solicited from ordinary individual citizens as well as 

stakeholder groups of city and regional planning jurisdictions in Northwest Arkansas.  These should 

include large organizations such as the University of Arkansas, large corporations, small business 

representatives, non-profit organizations and other citizen stakeholder groups. 

c. Cities in NW Arkansas should solicit meaningful input from ordinary citizens 

2. Is financed on the basis of full cost, life-cycle accounting, including social and environmental costs and benefits 

as well as economic costs and benefits. 

a. Social and environmental benefits such as enhanced community engagement, provision of 

transportation among limited-resource citizens and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions are 

included in cost-benefit analyses 

b. The benefit of avoiding future sprawl is integrated into cost accounting for transit and transport 

systems 

c. The costs of roads and transit systems are distributed fairly among producers, distributors and 

consumers of goods and services  

3. Allows efficient and equitable access to goods, services and activities 

a. Streets, roads, and highways facilitate successful economic activities 

b. Citizens with no private vehicles and handicapped citizens have access to transportation 

c. Freight is moved through the region efficiently and economically 

4. Provides good local circulation and long transport, and thereby avoids congestion 

a. Residential neighborhoods are walkable 

b. Personal travel to obtain goods and services is safe and convenient 

c. Travel to Tulsa, Ft. Smith, Springfield, Little Rock and other population centers is not limited by high 

cost, congestion or delays  

5. Promotes population density in lieu of sprawl; supports and enhances local and regional growth and 

development strategies 

a. Transit and transport systems encourage community and economic development near existing 

commercial, municipal and educational facilities 

6. Is safe, affordable, dependable, and accessible 

a. Night travel is safe 

b. Traffic calming measures reduce vehicle speed in residential and mixed-use neighborhoods 



c. People without cars can afford the cost of public transit 

d. Public transit systems are safe, affordable, dependable and accessible 

e. Routes for bicycles, pedestrians, and public transit are well-distributed   

7. Connects people, markets and places efficiently and affordably 

a. Residential neighborhoods have convenient access to formal and informal markets 

b. Distributors of goods are provided roads and rails that allow successful commerce 

8. Discourages energy waste and addresses climate change issues  

a. Alternatives fuels, including compressed natural gas, biodiesel and ethanol, are made available by 

municipalities and public-private consortia if private vendors do not supply them 

b. Bicycle lanes, multi-use trails, park-and-ride lots, and preferred parking for energy efficient vehicles 

are widely available 

c. Local and regional transportation planning processes establish GHG emissions reduction goals 

d. Municipal, county, university and regional institutions invest in alternative fuels and low carbon transit 

systems 

9. Avoids or mitigates environmental and ecological degradation created by its construction and use  

a. Habitats of endangered species are protected 

b. Effective mitigation wetlands and prairies are established, monitored and maintained 

c. Roads and other transportation systems are built according to principles of low impact development     

10. Promotes healthy living and a vibrant community 

a. Walking, running and biking are promoted by connecting residential neighborhoods with parks and 

shopping areas with the NW Arkansas Heritage Trail system and other multi-use trails 

b. Municipal and state parks include multi-use trails that connect them to local goods and services 

c. Bike lanes lead to all vital commercial and community services 

d. Bicycle parking is available and convenient at all public facilities. 

 

 

 

 


